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Editorial 

Welcome to the 5th edition of EJUFOAS. This venture has now been around 
for three years and we are still going strong and publishing high quality 
material. I'm very happy to introduce this issue as, to me, it is a milestone 
for the journal as we are publishing our first non-European papers. Not just 

one paper, but two! This indicates that the coverage of EJUFOAS is 
spreading beyond Europe and this is entirely due to the Editorial Board and 
our avid readers. Again, I cannot thank all those involved in EJUFOAS for 
their 100°/o commitment to the publication. 

We have a very intriguing paper from Australia that examines the 
psychological profile of UFO experiencers. This has always been the main 
interest for me and I hope you enjoy the paper as much as I did (I've had 
the advantage of having the paper for about 5 months already!). Our second 
non-European paper comes from the United States of America. It focuses on 
the Cold War and 'Flying Saucers' and what is published in this part-volume 
is there to whet your appetite as it is only the first half of the paper. The 
second half will be published in Volume 3(1) due to be published in March 
2002. 

Our two European papers are from MUFON (Central Europe: Germany) 
reporting that there has not been a decrease in sightings reported to them 
(there was a great deal of coverage in the UK about how a UFO Reporting 

Group had closed due to 'no sightings') and from Romania: a case study that 
gives intriguing reading. 

Finally, my first true book has been published (Angles on Psychological 

Research: Nelson Thornes) and it does feature papers originally published in 
EJUFOAS. I hope it helps to expand our readership. 

You may wish to go to www.ufoinfo.com where you will find all of the abstracts 

from issues of EJUFOAS translated into Spanish by Javier Garcia Frutos. 

If your subscription has expired, please re-subscribe with the offer of 10°/o off 
your renewal. Tick the correct box on your subscription form. The offer 
expires December 1st 2001, so renew quickly. 

I end with the inevitable call for papers. We want to publish high quality work 
from many sources. So, if you know of any work that should appear in 
EJUFOAS, please encourage the authors tosend them to the EJUFOAS 
Editorial Office. I look forward to many more submissions to EJUFOAS. 
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FANTASY PRONENESS AND OTHER 
PSYCHOLOGICAL CORRELATES OF 

UFO EXPERIENCE 

Kath ryn Gow, Ja n i ne Lu rie, Stua rt Coppi n, Ari Popper, Anthony 
Powe l l  and Keith Basterfield 

Queensland University of Technology 
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia . 

PO Box 268, RED HILL 
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 4059 

Phone: (617) 3864 4525 
Fax: (617) 3864 4771 

E-mail: k.gow@qut.edu.au 

Abstract. This study examined the psychological variables that underpin the reporting of 
UFO (unidentified flying objects) experiences of 198 subjects (155 controls, 19 UFO 
sightees, 12 UFO contactees, and 12 UFO abductees). Findings demonstrate that 
reporting of UFO experiences is related to heightened levels of fantasy proneness and 
paranormal belief and that the relationship between fantasy proneness and UFO 
experiences is mediated by paranormal belief. In relation to personality characteristics, it 
was found that UFO experiencers are higher on the "feeling" and "intuiting" dimensions 
of the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI). However contrary to our expectations, beliefs 
in "precognition" were not found to correlate with the "feeling" dimension of the MBTI. 
The findings provide impetus for future research with UFO experiencers. 

Reports of unidentified flying object (UFO) sightings and certainty that 
such objects are alien spacecraft have increased dramatically following 
Kenneth Arnold's highly publicised sighting in Washington on June 24,  
1 947 (Bartholomew, Basterfield & Howard, 199 1; Klass, 1 999; Price, 
1997; Spanos, Burgess & Burgess, 1 994; Spanos, Cross, Dickson & 
DuBreuil, 1 993 ) .  The first UFO reports focused solely on alleged sightings 
of the spacecrafts themselves; however, by the mid- 1 960's, UFO 
abduction accounts began to appear (Spanos et al . ,  1994) . In his review 
article, Appelle ( 1 996)  defines an abduction experience as being 
characterised by "subjectively real memories of being taken secretly 
and/or against one's will by apparently nonhuman entities and subjected 
to complex physical and psychological procedures" (p . 29) . 

The mass media has given extensive coverage to such accounts 
(Mcleod, Corbisier & Mack, 1996; Zimmer, 1984). In addition, uncritical 
and sensationalistic documentary-type television shows (such as those 
screened to coincide with the anniversary of the Roswell incident) and 
movies that feature alien contact have become increasingly popular 
(Sheaffer, 1986) ,  for example, The X-Files, Men in Black, Independence 
Day, Dark Skies and ET. However while popular culture moves forward in 
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assimilating the possibility of intelligent alien life into mass public opinion, 
there is still a lack of scientific evidence as to its presence here on earth 
(Sheaffer, 1 986; Spanos et al . ,  1993 ) .  According to Westerfelhaus and 
Combs ( 1 998) ,  the success of X-files is due to the tension it portrays 
between skeptical western science and faith in things that western science 
ignores . 

Because of the scientific community's dismissal of the existence of 
intelligent alien life, UFO experiences have received scant serious scientific 
attention (Mcleod et al . ,  1 996) . Regardless of whether these reports are 
independently verifiable, at least two percent of the population (Appelle, 
1 996)  in the USA claim to have had a UFO experience and this fact alone 
makes them worthy of study. Bullard ( 1 990,  cited in Ring & Rasing, 1990)  
lamented that we still know too little of the psychological makeup of those 
who have undergone these "puzzling encounters". 

Although, at this stage, abduction reports cannot be taken seriously 
as objective reality (although some researchers do this; see Jacobs, 
1 992; Mack, 1 994),  it is obvious that to the experiencer they certainly 
represent subjective reality. The processes and/or personal 
characteristics of claimants which lead them to believe in their 
experiences have been left largely uninvestigated by objective scientific 
research. 

Profile of a I JFQ Experiencer 
Some scientists have dismissed UFO reports as evidence of a disturbed 
personality or some sort of mental instability (Zimmer, 1984) . The profile 
of those who claim contact with aliens or even UFO sightees is often 
described as one of lunacy (Grinspoon & Persky, 1972,  cited in Spanos et 
al . ,  1 993; Newman & Baumeister, 1996) . However such diagnoses are 
often based on the fantastic nature of the claims, and not on firsthand 
psychological evaluation (Bartholomew, Basterfield & Howard, 199 1 ) .  The 
hypothesis that a claim of UFO abduction must be associated with 
psychopathology has not been supported by the research (e.g. , Bloecher, 
Clamar & Hopkins, 1985 cited in Ring & Rasing, 1990; Parnell, 1988 ) .  
Bloecher, Clamar and Hopkins found no evidence of serious 
psychopathology in their sample of nine reported abductees who were 
administered a battery of objective and projective tests by a psychologist 
"blind" to their abductee status. In a study with a much larger sample 
size, Parnell ( 1 988) also found no evidence of psychopathology, as 
measured by the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI) and 
the Sixteen Personality Factor Questionnaire ( 1 6PF) .  Zimmer ( 1984) 
found no differences between his UFO experience group and control group 
on measures of cultural alienation, malevolent world view and personal 
well-being . 

UFO experience reports cannot therefore be dismissed as delusions 
of the mentally ill (Banaji & Kihlstrom, 1996) . However, although studies 
find no overall pattern of pathology, some suggest an association between 
schizoid tendencies and UFO experience (e.g. , Parnell & Sprinkle, 1990,  
Schwarz, 1 983,  cited in Ring & Rasing, 1990) . Certain subjects in Parnell 
and Sprinkle's sample scored higher than average on the MMPI subscale 
which assessed their schizophrenic tendency . 
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Appelle ( 1996) stated that the only claim that can be made with any 
credibility is that "as a group the experiencer population is clinically 
normal, but atypical in (some) ways" (p. 64) . The available data is not 
suggestive of any psychological disorders associated with UFO experience, 
but may be consistent with certain personality traits (Appelle, 1 996) . 

Ring and Rasing ( 1990)  suggested that because of mainstream 
attempts to "pigeon hole" UFO experiencers in terms of the presence or 
absence of underlying pathology, more specific psychological 
characteristics, such as fantasy proneness, that may be true indicators of 
predisposition to such reports have been largely overlooked. 

Fantasy Proneness and IIFQ Experience 
The concept of fantasy proneness was first introduced by Wilson and 
Barber ( 1 98 1 ,  cited in Fellows & Wright, 1 989) to describe the extensive 
and vivid imaginative experiences reported by a group of highly 
hypnotisable female subjects during in-depth interviews. The fantasy 
prone personality has been summarised in the literature as having : a 
deep and extensive involvement in fantasy, the ability to vividly relive 
past experiences, out-of-body experiences, healing abilities, the ability to 
achieve orgasm by fantasising, having imaginary friends in childhood and 
having spent much of their waking life in fantasy (Fellows & Wright, 1 9 89; 
Siuta, 1 990 ) .  Wilson and Barber ( 1 983)  developed the Inventory of 
Childhood Memories and Imaginings (ICMI) as a measure of fantasy 
proneness. The ICMI is used by the majority of research on fantasy 
proneness. It has been suggested that given the tendency of fantasy 
prone persons to have problems with fantasy-reality differentiation 
(Rauschenberger & Lynn, 1995; Rhue & Lynn, 1 989)  they may be 
especially vulnerable to fantasise UFO experience (Newman & Baur11eister, 
1 996) . Appelle ( 1996)  states that fantasy proneness is theoretically 
relevant to UFO experience, since there are similarities between abduction 
experiences and those of fantasisers . The nature of the fantasy prone 
person's imagery has been described by Wilson and Barber ( 1 98 1 ,  cited in 
Appelle, 1996)  as feeling as if they are seeing something that really exists 
out there, or that they are looking into another dimension. 

Attempts have been made to categorise UFO experiencers as 
fantasy prone. However, many researchers claiming a link between 
fantasy proneness and UFO experience cite fairly tenuous evidence. For 
example, fantasy proneness and UFO experience have both been linked to 
hypnotisability, and child sexual abuse. Thus it is argued that, because 
both phenomena share a common relationship with another variable, they 
may also be linked directly to each other (e .g. , Newman & Baumeister, 
1 996) . These assertions are not backed up with evidence of a direct link . 

Bartholomew, Basterfield and Howard (199 1 )  claimed to have found 
an association between fantasy proneness and UFO experience in their 
examination of 1 52 archival cases . The strength of this claim is weak, 
given the nature of their study and their failure to use a comparison group 
or a validated measure of fantasy proneness . Studies utilising the 
validated ICMI have found no significant relationship between fantasy 
proneness and UFO experience. 

Appelle ( 1 996)  found no evidence of a direct link between fantasy 
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proneness and UFO experience in his review of articles assessing the 
possible relationship . Spanos et al . ( 1 993)  found no significant difference 
between the control group and UFO experience groups (both sightees and 
more intense experiencers such as contactees and abductees) on ICMI 
scores . Similar results were found by Ring and Rasing ( 1 990)  using a 
composite measure of fantasy proneness . There is evidence to suggest 
that fantasy proneness relates to UFO experience in a less direct way. 

This study asks if people who claim to have had a UFO experience 
are more fantasy prone than the normal population? Additionally, Spanos 
et al . ( 1993)  suggests that fantasy proneness and paranormal beliefs 
interact in their relationship to UFO experience. 

Paranormal Beliefs and I JFQ Experience 
That people who report UFO experiences tend to believe in the 

existence of alien life is somewhat an obvious statement. Closer 
examination uncovers the fact that there is evidence of a mediating 
relationship between fantasy proneness and paranormal beliefs, with 
respect to UFO experience. Spanos et al . ( 1993)  found that, among 
subjects who believed in the existence of intelligent alien life, those high 
in fantasy proneness were more likely to report UFO experience. Spanos 
et al . ( 1 994) suggest this may be explained in terms of fantasy prone 
persons interpreting their sensory and imaginal experiences within a 
framework of belief in alien visitation. 

Examination of Spanos et al .'s ( 1 993)  paranormal belief measure 
reveals some problematic issues. One of the three questions used to 
assess belief in UFOs actually assesses UFO experience rather than belief 
("I have been taken aboard a spaceship") .  Since the scores for the three 
questions were summed as a measure of belief, this measure is 
contaminated by this confound. Reassessing this proposed mediation 
relationship with the use of a validated paranormal belief measure is 
considered to be a worthwhile research endeavour which has been taken 
up in this study. 

There is evidence which suggests that there is an association 
between fantasy proneness and general paranormal beliefs . Irwin ( 1990)  
found that scores on the ICMI were correlated (.53 ,p <.01) with full scale 
scores on the revised version of the Paranormal Belief Scale (PBS) 
{Tobacyk, 1988,  in Irwin, 1990) ) ,  as well as all the subscales (traditional 
religious belief, psi belief, witchcraft, superstition, spiritualism, 
extraordinary life forms and precognition) .  Using a different paranormal 
belief scale, Council and Huff ( 1 990)  also found a relationship between 
fantasy proneness and paranormal belief with significant differences 
between high, medium and low fantasisers (high = ICMI score > 35,  
medium = 1 1-3 5,  low = < 1 1 ) .  It was found that high fantasisers were 
not only more likely to hold paranormal beliefs, but were also more likely 
to report paranormal experiences. 

Belief in other paranormal phenomenon has been shown to be 
higher in UFO experiencers when compared to controls . Zimmer (1 984) 
found that belief in the occult was related to UFO sightings, while belief in 
astrology was not . Spanos et al . ( 1993)  found that UFO experiencers 
scored higher than controls on esoteric and exotic belief measures which 
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assessed belief in phenomena such as mind reading and reincarnation . In 
addition, Ring and Rasing ( 1 990)  found that UFO experiencers were 
significantly higher in spiritual beliefs than controls were. 

Paranormal beliefs have been found to be associated with certain 
personality characteristics as measured by the Myers-Briggs Type 
Indicator (Myers, 1962,· cited in Murphy & Lester, 1 976) . In particular, 
belief in ESP (defined as telepathy, clairvoyance and precognition) was 
found to be significantly correlated with the "feeling", rather than the 
"thinking" dimension of the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (Murphy & 
Lester, 1 976) . This correlation suggests that there is a relationship 
between paranormal beliefs and certain personality characteristics . 

Personality Characteristics and IIFO Experience 
Unfortunately, there is a gap in current knowledge in UFO research with 
respect to whether a specific personality characteristic is over-represented 
in the UFO experience population. Personality measures used in the 
literature so far have been utilised for their ability to uncover 
psychopathology, but not aspects of personality per se. 

Given the nature of paranormal belief's role in differentiating UFO 
experiencers from controls, in addition to its relationship with the feeling 
dimension of the Myers-Briggs, it is possible that personality 
characteristics may shed more light on the profile of UFO experiencers . 

Rationale of this St11dy 
The aim of this study is to assist in clarifying the profile of a UFO 
experiencer . Specifically it is hypothesised that : 

1 .  The relationship between fantasy proneness and UFO experience 
will be mediated by paranormal beliefs . That is, a significant relationship 
between fantasy proneness and UFO experience will no longer be 
significant, if paranormal belief is controlled for. As necessary conditions 
of this mediation relationship, it is expected that : 

2 .  High scores on a fantasy proneness measure and high scores on 
a paranormal belief measure will be significantly correlated. 

3 .  Subjects who identify as UFO experiencers will score higher on a 
paranormal belief measure than control subjects . 

4. Consistent with Murphy and Lester's ( 1 9 76)  findings, high scores 
on the feeling dimension of the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator will correlate 
with high scores on the precognition subscale (which includes belief in 
ESP) of the paranormal beliefs measure. 

In addition, an exploration of the relationship between personality 
dimensions and UFO experience, fantasy proneness and paranormal 
beliefs will be undertaken. 
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Method 

Design 

This study was conducted as a between-subjects design. Subjects 
were assigned to groups on the basis of their categorisation as either a 
UFO sightee, contactee, abductee or non-experiencer (control) .  Subjects 
were assessed on the six dependent variables of fantasy proneness, 
paranormal beliefs and personality characteristics . 

Sttbjects 
The researchers door-knocked in the suburbs of a capital city of 

Australia (selected on the basis of their representativeness from statistics 
from the Australian Bureau of Statistics) .  In addition, questionnaires were 
sent to subjects contacted through an Australia-wide UFO organisation. 

Out of 450 questionnaires distributed, 198 people completed the 
questionnaire . Of these, 1 1 9 were female (Age distribution : 1 8-20  = 4°/o , 
2 1 -30  = 39°/o , 3 1 -40 = 20°/o , 4 1 - 50 = 1 5°/o , 5 1 -60 = 1 2°/o , over 60 = 

1 0°/o ) and 79 were male (Age distribution : 18-20 = 1 3°/o , 2 1 -30 = 29°/o , 
3 1 -40 = 23°/o , 4 1 -50  = 1 6°/o , 5 1 -60 = 9°/o , over 60 = 1 0 .  Education 
levels were distributed fairly evenly (Education distribution : high school = 

40°/o , TAFE = 4°/o , university = 34°/o , post-graduate study = 1 6°/o , 
advanced degree = 6°/o ) .  A wide range of employment status was also 
found (Occupation distribution : unemployed = 1 3°/o , manual workers = 

5°/o , service workers = 20°/o , professionals = 29°/o , housewives = 10°/o , 
students = 2 1  °/o , part-time workers = 1 5°/o , self-employed = 1 °/o ) .  
Religious upbringing and affiliation were also fairly representative 
(Religious upbringing : atheist = 9°/o , no organised religion = 1 0°/o , 
Christian = 79°/o , Jewish = 0. 8°/o , Muslim = 1 °/o , Buddhist = 0. 2°/o; 
Current religious affiliation : atheist = 1 6°/o , no organised religion = 49°/o , 
Christian = 32°/o , Muslim = 1 °/o , Buddhist = 2°/o ) .  

In total, 1 5 5  subjects identified themselves as having had no UFO 
experience (63 males, 92  females) ,  1 9  identified themselves as sightees 
(6 males, 1 3  females) ,  1 2  identified themselves as contactees (5 males, 7 
females) and 1 2  identified themselves as abductees (5 males, 7 females) .  

Materials 

A booklet compnstng a biodata questionnaire, the Inventory of 
Childhood Memory and Imaginings (ICMI) ,  the Paranormal Belief Scale 
(PBS) and the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (Form G) , and three questions 
to ascertain UFO experiences was compiled by the research team. 
Information pertaining to age, gender, education level, occupation, 
religious upbringing and current religious beliefs were obtained via the 
biodata questionnaire . 

Inventory of Childhood Memories and Imaginings (ICMI) The ICMI, 
developed by Wilson and Barber (1983 ) , is a 52-item true-false measure 
used to assess fantasy proneness. It has been found to have a reliability 
of . 89 and significant correlations with other scales measuring imaginative 
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abil ity attest to its validity (Silva & Kirsch, 1992 ) .  

Paranormal Belief Scale (PBS) Tobacyk and Milford's ( 1 983)  PBS 
was used to assess subjects' belief in the paranormal . The PBS is a 25-
item 5-point likert scale measure (with scores ranging from 5 = strongly 
agree to 1 = strongly disagree) .  Questions 2 1  and 23  are negatively 
worded and thus need receding. Its seven subscales are Traditional 
Religious Belief, Psi Belief, Witchcraft, Superstition, Spiritualism, 
Extraordinary Life Forms, and Precognition. Scores for the subscales are 
derived from the mean of responses to items within the subscale. A total 
paranormal belief score is obtained by summing responses for all 25  
items. Test-retest reliability for this scale was found to be .89  (Tobacyk & 
Milford, 1983) .  Construct validity was determined by correlations with 
seven related scales and was found to be at an acceptable level (Tobacyk 
& Milford, 1 983 ) .  

Myers-Briggs The Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (Myers, 1962)  is a 
measure of personality style based on Jung's theory of personality . In 
this study, Form G was used. The four continuums are Introversion­
Extroversion, Intuiting-Sensing, Thinking-Feeling and Perceiving-Judging. 
Subjects rate 32  dichotomous items proportionally out of an allocation of 
ten. A total score for each of the four dimensions is derived with scores 
for opposing dimensions summing to eighty . In a review article 
summarising the use of the Myers-Briggs to 1 990,  Murray ( 1 990) ,  found 
that the Myers-Briggs was adequately reliable and valid . 

IJFO Experience Three questions ascertaining the presence of UFO 
experiences were derived from Basterfield ( 1 997)  and Spanos et al . 
( 1993) . These questions required subjects to respond if they classified 
themselves as having had a UFO sighting, or contact, or had been 
abducted. Basterfield's ( 1997, unpublished manuscript) definitions of 
"abduction" and "contact" were used and the definition of "sighting" was 
derived from Spanos et al . ( 1 993) . 

Proced11re 

The questionnaire booklets used in this study were arranged in a 
Iatin square design in an attempt to counteract sequencing confounds . 

Over a four week period, householders in the aforementioned 
suburbs were approached by two members of the research team on 
varying days and times. The researchers explained that they were 
conducting research in the area and inquired if there were any occupants 
over 1 8  who would agree to participate. Once willingness to participate 
was established, the householder was handed the number of 
questionnaire booklets indicated, as well as consent forms. 

If questionnaires were unavailable for collection on the collection 
date - a week later- a note requesting the questionnaire be left out for 
collection the next day was left in the household mail delivery box. 

Subjects in the UFO organisation were approached as to their 
willingness to participate. Once consent was obtained, the questionnaire 
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and consent form were mailed to the subject. 

ReS11Its 

Establishing conditions for the mediation relationship 

The first analyses were conducted in order to assess the necessary 
conditions for the hypothesised mediation effect between fantasy 
proneness and paranormal beliefs on UFO experience. 

ICMI and IIFO Category 

The first step in establishing the mediation relationship between fantasy 
proneness and paranormal beliefs was to show that fantasy proneness 
differs significantly across the three UFO categories and the controls . To 
assess this, a one-way ANOVA was conducted. It was found that this 
condition was met (E (3, 197) = 8.53, p <.001) .  Post-hoc Student-Newman-: 
Keuls analysis revealed that all UFO experience groups (sightees (M = 
26.89) ,  contactees (M = 30.50) ,  and abductees (M = 30) were significantly 
higher on ICMI scores than controls (M = 21.90) .  

PBS and ICMI 

Next it was necessary to establish a relationship between fantasy 
proneness and paranormal beliefs. Correlations between scores on the 
ICMI and the PBS total scale score and subscale scores were as follows; 
total paranormal belief score (J: (198) = .44, p <.001) ,  traditional religious 
belief (J: (198) = -.01, not significant), psi belief (J: (198) = .40, p <.001) ,  
witchcraft (J: (198)= .34, p <.001) ,  superstition (J: (198)= .15, p<.05) ,  
spiritualism (J: (198)= .47, p <.001) ,  extraordinary lifeforms (J: (198)= .28, p 

<.001) ,  and precognition (J: (198)= .41, p <.001) .  

PBS and ttEO Experience 

The next step was to establish a relationship between UFO experience and 
paranormal beliefs was the next step. The means and standard deviations 
of the three UFO experience categories' (and control group's) scores on 
the PBS including total scores and subscales are presented in Table 1 .  
Eight one-way ANOVAs were conducted to ascertain if there were any 
significant differences between the groups on paranormal beliefs. 
Significant differences are marked in Table 1 .  
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Table 1 

Means and Standard Deviations of PBS Scores (total and S'lbscales) 

UFO Experience Category 

Variable Controls Sightees Contactees Abductees 

PBSTRB 3 . 35  3 . 66 3 . 8 1  3 . 75 

(0 . 98)  (0 . 86)  (0 . 74) (0 . 50 )  

PBSPSI* 3 . 1 2  3 . 67 3 . 25  4 . 02 

(0 .93 )  (0 . 94) ( 1 . 0 1 )  (0 . 78)  

PBSWIT** 2 . 97 3 . 33  3 . 08 4 . 0 6  

(0 . 86) (0 .92 )  (0 . 82 )  (0 . 5 1 )  

PBSSUP 1 . 84 2 . 1 2  1 . 86 2 .4 1  

(0 . 75)  (0 . 7 1 )  (0 . 90 )  ( 1 . 1 7) 

PBSSPI** 3 . 07 3 . 78 3 . 63 4 . 56 

( 1 . 0 1 )  (0 . 79)  ( 1 . 1 2 )  (0 . 53 )  

PBSELF* 2 .47 2 . 8 1  2 .47 3 . 36 

(0 . 80)  ( 1 . 03 )  (0 . 69 )  (0 . 63 )  

PBSPRE* 3 . 6 1  3 . 89 4 . 22 4 . 3 9  

(0 . 9 1 )  (0 . 8 1 )  (0 .48)  (0 . 62 )  

TOTPBS* 73 . 8 1  84 . 2 1  80 . 75 9 6 . 08 

(14 . 6 1 )  ( 14 .42) ( 1 2 . 1 2) ( 1 0 .45)  

.Note.. PBSTRB = Trad itiona l  Rel ig ious Bel ief, PBSPSI = Psi Be l ief, PBSWIT = Witchcraft, 
PBSSUP = Su perstit ion,  PBSSPI = Spiritua l ism,  PBSELF = Extraord i nary Lifeforms, 
PBSPRE Precog n it ion,  TOTPBS = Total Para norma l  Bel ief. 

*p<. 0 1 ,  **p<.OOl. 

There was a significant difference between the groups on total 
paranormal belief (E (3 ,  197)  = 5 . 12,  p < . 0 1 ) . Post-hoc Student-Newman­
Keuls analysis revealed that, on overall paranormal belief, sightees and 
abductees were significantly higher than controls, and abductees were 
significantly higher than sightees and contactees . Traditional religious 
belief was not significant . Psi belief was significantly higher in sightees 
and abductees than in controls (E (3 ,  197)  = 5 . 09, p < . 0 1 ) . Witchcraft belief 
was significantly higher in abductees than controls, sightees and 
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contactees (E (6.85, p < .oo1). Superstition was not significant . 
Spiritualism was higher in sightees compared to controls, and higher in 
abductees compared to controls and sightees (E (3, 197) = 11.45, p <.001). 
Belief in extraordinary lifeforms was higher in abductees than controls and 
contactees (E (3, 197) = 5.12, p < .01). Precognition belief was higher in 
abductees compared to controls (E (3, 197) = 4.84, p < .01). 

PBS and ICMI - A mediated relationship? 

To assess the hypothesis that the effect of fantasy proneness was 
mediated by paranormal belief, it was necessary to prove the conditions 
of a mediated relationship : firstly, that fantasy proneness and UFO 
experience are related, as has been shown; secondly, that fantasy 
proneness and total paranormal belief are related, as shown in the 
reported correlations; and thirdly, that total paranormal beliefs differ 
significantly over UFO categories, as shown in the one-way ANOVAs 
reported above. 

The final step was to show that once paranormal beliefs are 
controlled for, the previously significant relationship between fantasy 
proneness and UFO experience would no longer be significant . The results 
of an ANCOVA conducted to assess this condition are presented in Table 
2 .  

Table 2 

Res,llts of ANCQVA for Fantasy Proneness and IJFQ Experience \Nith Total 

Paranormal Beliefs as the Covariate 

Source of df MS E 
Variation 

Covariate 

TOTPBS 1 1 3 . 77 2 1 . 85* 

Main Effects 

FPLOMEHI 2 0 . 95 1 . 5 1  

Explained 3 7 . 0 6  1 1 . 2 18 

Residual 1 94 0 . 63 

Total 1 9 7  0 . 73 

Note. TOTPBS = Tota l Paranormal Be l ief score, FPLOMEHI = ICMI scores separated i nto 
low (<11), med i u m  (11-35), and h igh  (36 and over) . 

*p <.001. 

As can be seen, once paranormal belief was controlled for, fantasy 
proneness was no longer significant . Thus, as hypothesised, paranormal 
belief mediates the relationship between fantasy proneness and UFO 
experience . 
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Feeling Dimension of the Myers-Briggs and Precognition 

Following on from the findings of Murphy and Lester ( 1 9 76) ,  a 
correlation between the feeling dimension of the Myers-Briggs Type 
Indicator and the precognition subscale of the PBS was calculated. A 
Pearson product-moment correlation of J: (198) = .20 (P <.05) was found, 
however, when UFO experiencers were removed from the analysis, the 
correlation was no longer significant (!-(155) = .09, not significant). Feeling 
and precognition correlated at J: (43) = .44 (P < .01) for the UFO experience 
categories combined. 

Myers-Briggs Type Indicator 

All the dimensions of the Myers-Briggs were analysed next . The 
means and standard deviations of each of the groups on the eight 
dimensions of the Myers-Briggs are presented in Table 3 .  

Table 3 

Means and Standard De�tiations on the dimensions of the Myers-Briggs 
Type Indicator 

UFO Experience Category 

Dimension Controls Sightees Contactees Abductees 

Introversion 43 . 23 4 1 . 32 44 .42 46 . 08 

(9 . 06)  (8 . 89)  (6 . 05)  (8 .45)  

Extroversion 36 . 76 3 6 . 68 3 5 . 58 3 3 .92  

(9 . 06) (8 . 89 )  (6 . 05)  (8 .45)  

Intuiting* 39 . 66 44 . 0 5  47 . 0 8  4 1 . 83 

( 1 0 . 08)  (9 . 22)  (9 . 9 0 )  ( 1 0 . 54)  

Sensing* 40 . 2 7  3 5 . 9 5  3 2 . 92 38 . 1 7  

( 1 0 . 1 9 )  (9 . 22 )  (9 . 90 )  ( 1 0 . 54)  

Thinking* 3 7 . 27 3 2 . 68 34 . 25 2 6 . 9 2  

(9 . 68)  ( 1 1 . 1 5 )  ( 1 1 . 64)  (7 .48)  

Feeling* 42 . 66 47 . 32 4 5 . 7 5  53 . 0 8  

(9 . 68)  ( 1 1 . 1 5) ( 1 1 . 64) (7 .48)  

Perceiving 3 8 . 3 2  3 8 . 84 43 .42  42 . 50  

( 1 0 . 09)  (6 . 09)  ( 1 0 . 20 )  ( 1 1 . 54) 
Judging 4 1 . 68 4 1 . 1 6  3 6 . 58 3 7 . 50 

( 1 0 . 09)  (6 . 09 )  ( 1 0 . 20 )  ( 1 1 . 54)  
*p<.05. 

Eight one-way ANOVAs were conducted to see if the groups differed 
significantly on any of these personality dimensions . Significant 
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differences are marked in Table 3 .  Introversion-Extroversion, and 
Perception-Judgement did not significantly differentiate the groups. 

A significant omnibus F was found for feeling (E (3, 197) = s.21, p < .os) 
and thus also thinking (E (3, 197) = s.11, p < .os). Post hoc Student­
Newman-Keuls analysis revealed that abductees were significantly higher 
than controls on the feeling dimension and thus by default significantly 
lower on the thinking dimension. 

A significant omnibus F was also found for intuiting (E (3, 197) = 2.93, p < 

.os) and also sensing (E (3, 197) = 2.81, p < .os) with no significant post-hoc 
Student-Newman-Keuls results . 

However when the analysis was conducted again with all the UFO 
experiencers grouped together (sightees, contactees and abductees) ,  it 
was found that experiencers (M = 44.28) were significantly higher than 
controls (M = 39.66) on intuiting (E (1, 197) = 7.1S, p < .os) and thus also 
lower (M = 3S.72) than controls (M = 40.27) on sensing (E (1, 197) = 6.83, p < 

.OS). 

The relationships between the dimensions of the Myers Briggs and 
scores on the ICMI and PBS were assessed next . High correlations 
between any of the dimensions and the ICMI and the PBS and its 
subscales were picked out for assessment of possible interaction effects . 
The results of these exploratory analyses are presented next . 

Myers-Briggs, PBS and ICMI 

A correlation matrix between the Myers-Briggs dimensions and fantasy 
proneness and paranormal beliefs is presented in Table 4 .  
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Table 4 

Correlations bet\A,een Myers-Briggs Dimensions and ICMI and PBS (total 
and S'lbscales) 

Scale ICMI TOT TRB PSI WIT SUP SPI ELF PRE 

Intuiting .4S*** .27*** -.os .24** .27*** .12 .31 *** .09 .22** 

Sensing -.4S*** -.27*** .os -.24** -.27*** -.12 -.31 *** -.09 -.22** 

Thinking -.26*** -.24** -.10 -.17* -.2S*** -.09 -.23** -.os -.19** 

Feeling .26*** .24** .10 .17* .2S*** .09 .23** .os .19** 

Perceiving .16* .07 -.07 -.01 .09 .13 .16* -.08 .11 

Judging -.16* -.07 .07 .01 -.09 -.13 -.16* .08 -.11 

Introversi -.03 -.10 -.04 -.08 -.10 .02 -.08 .04 -.12 

on 

Extroversi .03 .10 .04 .08 .10 .02 .08 -.04 .12 

on 

Note... TOT = Total Paranormal Belief, TRB = Traditional Religious Belief, PSI = Psi Belief, 

WIT = Witchcraft, SUP = Superstition, SPI = Spiritualism, ELF = Extraordinary Lifeforms, 
PRE = Precognition. 
*p < .os, **p < .01, ***p < .001. 

The Intuiting-Sensing and Thinking-Feeling dimensions significantly 
correlated with the ICMI score, and with the total paranormal belief score, 
as well as with the subscales of psi belief, witchcraft, spiritualism, 
extraordinary lifeforms and precognition. 

Interaction betvveen Int,lition and ICMI 

After examination of the above correlation matrix, it was decided to 
conduct several factorial ANOVAs in an exploratory attempt to check for 
interaction effects between these dimensions and the ICMI. The Intuiting­
Sensing and Thinking-Feeling dimensions were chosen as they were highly 
significant in their correlations with the ICMI . For analyses of interactions 
with the ICMI, subjects classified as low were removed, as they 
contributed three empty cells to the design. This resulted in the removal 
of 1 0  control subjects . A weak, but just significant interaction effect 
between ICMI and UFO experience on intuition (E (3, 188) = 2.40, p < .1 
(.069)) and thus also sensing (E (3, 188) = 2.35, p < .1 (.074) was found. 
Figure 1 represents this interaction graphically . 
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Fig,,re :1 Interaction between UFO Experience and ICMI (2 = medium, 3 = high) on the 
Intuition dimension of the Myers-Briggs. 

The UFO experience groups were combined for ease of interpretation 
of this interaction effect . Figure 2 represents this interaction with the 
groups combined. As can be seen, the effect of UFO experience was 
greater when accompanied by medium ICMI scores, as opposed to high 
ICMI scores . 
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Eigt tre 2 Interaction between UFO Experience (with experiencers grouped together) and 
ICMI (2 = medium, 3 = high) on the Intuition dimension of the Myers-Briggs. 

Post hoc Student-Newman-Keuls analysis revealed that UFO 
experiencers scoring medium or high on the ICMI were significantly higher 
on the intuition dimension than controls with medium ICMI scores . There 
was no significant interaction between ICMI and UFO experience for the 
Thinking-Feeling continuum. 

Interaction between Int11ition and Total Paranormal Belief Scores 

A one-way MANOVA was conducted to assess the possible interaction 
effect of the Intuition-Sensing and total paranormal beliefs score given 
the highly significant correlation between the two variables (shown in 
Table 4)  and their independent effects as found by one-way ANOVAs. 
Using the Wilk's criterion, the interaction effect was found to be significant 
{E (6, 386) = 6.57, p < .oo1) with an effect size of N2 = .09 (Wilk's lambda) .  
This interaction is presented graphically in Figure 3 .  
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Fig• •re 3 Interaction between Intuition and Total Paranormal Belief Score on UFO 
Experience 

Note: The bottom row of points represents the main effect of intuition across 
UFO category. The top row of points represents the main effect of total 
paranormal beliefs on UFO category. The interaction is represented by the fact 
that the difference between means on intuiting and belief differs across UFO 
categories (as represented by the different lengths of the joining lines). 

Once again for ease of interpretation, the UFO experiencers were grouped 
together Figure 4 illustrates this interaction with controls compared to 
experiencers. As can be seen, the strength of the interaction between 
paranormal beliefs and intuiting is different across UFO experience 
category 
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Fig••re 4 Interaction between Intuition and Total Paranormal Belief Score on UFO 
Experience (with experiencers grouped together). 

Note: The bottom row of points represents the main effect of intuition across 
UFO category. The top row of points represents the main effect of total 
paranormal beliefs on UFO category. The interaction is represented by the fact 
that the difference between means on intuiting and belief differs across UFO 
categories (as represented by the different lengths of the joining lines). 

Hypotheses 
The first set of hypotheses assessed in this study related to fantasy 

proneness and paranormal belief and their relationship to UFO experience. 
Firstly, it was found that all UFO experience groups scored significantly 
higher on the ICMI than did controls . This is contrary to the research of 
Spanos et al. ( 1993)  who found no significant difference between controls 
and UFO experiencers on the ICMI. 

The relationship between fantasy proneness (as measured by the 
ICMI, Wilson & Barber, 1 983)  and paranormal beliefs was explored next in 
relation to the hypothesised mediation relationship between the two 
variables. Fantasy proneness and paranormal beliefs were correlated at 
.44 supporting the hypothesis that the two would be related. This was in 
keeping with Council and Huff's (1990)  findings of a relationship between 
these two variables . However, contrary to Irwin's ( 1 990)  finding, that all 
the subscales of the PBS correlated with ICMI scores, the traditional 
religious belief subscale did not correlate with ICMI scores in this sample . 

In addition, it was hypothesised that UFO experiencers would have 
higher paranormal belief scores than controls. This hypothesis was also 
supported. In addition, all of the subscales of the PBS (Tobacyk & Milford, 
1 983) ,  apart from traditional religious belief and superstition, significantly 
differentiated between the groups. The witchcraft and spiritualism 
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subscales were the best discriminators overall, including total paranormal 
beliefs . This was in keeping with the findings of Spanos et al . ( 1 993) ,  
Ring and Rasing ( 1 990)  and Zimmer (1 984) who reported higher scores 
on belief in the occult, mind reading, reincarnation and general spiritual 
beliefs in their UFO experience samples . 

Thus the three conditions necessary to establish a mediation 
relationship, namely that fantasy proneness and paranormal beliefs both 
significantly differentiate UFO experience independently, and that fantasy 
proneness and paranormal beliefs are related to each other, were all 
supported. 

An analysis of covariance conducted with paranormal beliefs as the 
covariate found that the relationship between fantasy proneness and UFO 
experience was no longer significant once paranormal beliefs are 
controlled for . Thus support was found for Spanos et al .s' ( 1993)  claim of 
a mediation relationship, between fantasy proneness and paranormal 
beliefs, utilising a validated measure of paranormal belief (Tobacyk & 
Milford, 1 9 83 ) .  Among subjects high in paranormal beliefs, those high in 
fantasy proneness were more likely to report UFO experience (Spanos et 
al . ,  1993 ) .  

The relationships between the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator continuums 
(Myers, 1 962)  and fantasy proneness, and paranormal beliefs, were 
explored next . The effect of personality on UFO experience, both direct 
and interactional was then investigated. A correlation between the feeling 
dimension and the precognition subscale (a validated measure of belief in 
ESP) of the PBS (Tobacyk & Milford, 1 983) ,  as found by Murphy and 
Lester ( 1 976) ,  was replicated. However, when the analysis was 
conducted without the UFO experiencers, the correlation between the two 
variables was no longer significant. 

This effect may be explained (at least in part) by the finding that 
scores on the feeling dimension were significantly higher in the UFO 
experience groups than in controls . Thus since UFO experiencers tended 
to have higher scores on the feeling dimension than expected in the 
population, the analysis of the relationship between feeling and 
precognition (also significantly higher in UFO experiencers) may have 
been unduly influenced by other effects. Exploration of group 
differences on the Myers-Briggs (Myers, 1962)  dimensions revealed some 
interesting patterns. It was found that subjects who identified as 
abductees were significantly higher on the feeling dimension (and thus 
lower on the thinking dimension) than the control group. This finding 
cements this relationship hinted at by the relationships between feeling 
and belief and belief and experience. 

The Intuiting-Sensing continuum also differed across the controls and 
UFO experience groups. It was found that UFO experiencers were 
significantly higher on the intuition dimension (and thus lower on the 
sensing dimension) than controls . However, the most interesting finding 
regarding this personality dimension was the indication that this 
personality dimension interacts with both fantasy proneness and 
paranormal beliefs in differentiating controls from UFO experiencers . 
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The finding that certain personality dimensions (as measured by the 
Myers-Briggs Type Indicator, Myers, 1 962)  were related to UFO 
experience was in direct contrast to Butler ( 1 993)  who claimed that this 
population was characterised by no personality style. However, Butler's 
claims were apparently merely observational in nature . These findings 
suggest that personality dimensions are worthy of study in the 
development of a UFO experiencer profile . 

Profile of a IJFQ Experiencer 

This study has added further to the understanding of a possible profile 
of a UFO experiencer. It seems that, in addition to high paranormal 
beliefs and fantasy proneness, these experiencers are higher on 
personality dimensions related to the intuition and feeling dimensions of 
the Myers Briggs Type Indicator (Myers, 1 962) . Further research could 
perhaps incorporate additional psychological variables to enable the 
formulation of a more complete profile of UFO experiencers . However, 
caution is advocated when researching psychological characteristics of 
UFO experiencers . There is a hint of an underlying response bias in this 
data obtained from UFO experiencers (abductees in particular) ,  showing a 
tendency to score highly on most variables they are measured on . Future 
research could perhaps take this into account by means of a measure of 
response bias, thus monitoring this effect . 

Concl,lsion and Methodological Iss'1es 

There were two methodological issues in this study which may have 
detrimentally affected the reliability of some of the findings . Firstly, the 
definitions of UFO contact and abduction could have been (and were, by a 
few subjects) interpreted as referring to near death experiences or 
communication with the dead. Thus some subjects who were classified as 
having had UFO sighting or contact experience may have, in fact, been 
misclassified as UFO experiencers . A tighter definition of contact and 
abduction may yield more accurate findings . 

The second methodological shortcoming is in relation to sample size. 
The UFO experience sample in this study was fairly small . The subjects in 
the sample may not have been representative of UFO experiencers in the 
population. A larger sample size would allow more confident inferences 
regarding the hypotheses of this study. 

Overall however, this study found support for Span os et al.'s ( 1 99 3 )  
suggestion that the relationship between fantasy proneness and UFO 
experience is mediated by paranormal beliefs . The discovery of the 
interactions between personality characteristics, fantasy proneness and 
paranormal beliefs, in differentiating UFO experiencers from controls, may 
provide some basis for future research explorations into a possible UFO 
experiencer profile . 
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New UFO cases, 
statistics u pdate a nd a few th o u g hts. 

H a n nes la Rue 
MUFON - Central European Society 

M u n ich - The Society for the Scientific Investigation of Anoma lous 
Atmospherica l  a nd Rad a r  Phenomena ( M U FO N -CES) ca n not confi rm a 
decrease i n  U FO reports . Th is was recently repeated ly a n nou nced by the 
German  Centra l Resea rch Network of Anoma lous Sky Phenomena 
(CENAP) 1 • However we keep on receivi ng  a bout two reports per m onth 
that just stay u n identified . We have stud ied 43 1 U FO reports s i nce 1 974.  
Most objects were reported to be sa ucer  sha ped (26  °/o ) ,  fo l lowed by ba l l  
sha ped objects/ l ig hts (24 °/o ) ,  tria ng u l a r/q uad ra ng u la r  ob�ects ( 1 5  °/o ) a n d  
u n usua l ly sha ped objects ( 1 2  °/o ) .  As updated statist ics show we cou ld 
identify 62 objects on photos a n d  18  objects on fi l m .  Add ition a l  48 reports 
without photos or fi lm  cou ld be identified . In 62 . 5  °/o of the identified 
cases d isco laser  l i ght shows were misi nterpreted as  U FOs . 303  cases ( 7 0  
0/o ) rema in  u n identified . 4 8  previously u n:Pub l ished cases ( i nc l u d i n g  
d rawings)  a re now on l i ne  i n  German  lang uage . Last yea r (2000)  w e  cou ld 
not identify 1 7  U FO reports ( 1 999 : 1 5 ;  1 998 : 29 ;  1 997 : 25) . 

The past month we received two very typica l  reports - typica l beca use the 
objects sca red the observers .  During  the n ight from J u n e  8th to 9th a 
ma rried cou ple  was pursued by two m i l ky wh ite sh in i ng  objects i n  the sky,  
a bout as l a rge as  the moon . The witnesses were sca red beca use they fe lt  
the objects were watch i ng them . The oppression beca me even m o re 
i ntense as they noticed that the objects stopped a nd seeming ly h overed 
a bove the i r  house .  Soon the objects beca me sma l le r  a nd d isa ppea red . On  
May 28th a woman  observed th ree supposed ly 40 meters wide and  1 6  
meters long tri ang les i n  a bout 200 meters a ltitude .  They m oved very 
s lowly.  The objects a ppea red "th reaten ing"  beca use the d u l ly ru m bl i ng 
objects were so c lose . 

M U FON-CES ca n 't understa nd why CENAP h a rd ly receives U FO reports 
a nymore .  Maybe observers know that peop le at CENAP on ly  exp la i n  a n d  
don 't i nvestigate .  But i ndeed U FO interest of the publ ic is  very l o w  at the 
moment. Books on  the subject for exa m ple  a re sold  very bad ly .  The 
agenda setti ng  med ia ,  especia l ly nationwide su bscri ption  newspapers,  a re 
as  sceptica l a nd polemic  as  ever. D ie Welt ra n a h uge  debu n king  p iece o n  
U FOs a few days ago .  Interesti ng ly Germa ny's lead ing  ta b lo id newspaper 
BILD recently specu lated if NATO had fea r  of  U FOs after Georg e  W .  Bush  
mysterious ly spoke of  " new th reats'A . 

The media  have repeated ly covered the closi ng of the British  Flyi n g  Sa u cer  
Burea u5 • Resea rch co l leg ues : Has a nyone ever hea rd of  th is  org a n ization?  
Even on  U FO U pDates it is  h a rd ly known but  the event gets wordwide 
coverage6 • The D isclosure Projects is active at the sa me tim e  i n  the U S7 • 
Stra nge,  i sn 't it? 
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A representative po l l  of the Al lensbacher Resea rch Institute shows, that 
every fifth German  u nder  30  yea rs " be l ieves in visitors from out of 
space"8 • At the sa me ti me the Em n id Resea rch Institute con d ucted a 
si m i l a r  pol l .  Th is one  even showed that every fifth Germa n regard less of 
age  be l ieves in  a U FO rea l ity9 . A recent Ga l l u p  po l l  shows that every th i rd 
US America n be l ieves that ea rth has been vis ited 10 • 

(1) http"//V\1\NW faz com/INfTNtemplates/eFAZ/archive asp?doc={27286BCF-37BB-1 1  D5-
A3B5-009027BA22E4}&width= 1 024&height=740&agt=explorer&ver=4&svr-4 
(2) http·  //lAn"'w mJ!fon-ces org/docs/statistics2001 pdf 
(3) http· //W'"'"" m' 1fon-ces erg/does/' 1pdate2001 pdf 
( 4) http·//"'""''"' BTI o de/service/archiv/2001 /jt m/1 5/politik/bt 1sh/bt1sh html 
(5) http·/fwv..,w thetimes eo Hk/article/0,2-1 18521 ,00 html 
(6) http·/!"�""""' aliensonearth com/Hfo/Hpdates/2001 /apr/m26-026 shtml 
(7) http· ffwww disclos'lreproject erg 
(8) http·//V·""''"' ifd-allensbach de/pdf/prd 01 13 pdf 
(9) http '//'"'w'"' chrismon de/ctexte/2001 /6/phenom pdf 
(lO)http·;;w,"'w galh1p com/poll/releases/pr01 0608 asp 

6 8  

--- - ------



Flyi ng Sa u ce rs :  

- � - ------� � 

Beh i nd the Co l d  Wa r Vei l  
Of M i l ita ry Inte l l i g e n ce 

M ichael H a l l  with Wendy Connors 

Montgomery County 
Historical Society Inc. 

P. O. Box 127 
(212, South Water St.) 

Crawfordsville, IN 47933-0127 

E-mail: mchs@wico.net 

ABSTRACT. Thu nderi ng out of the dark g ray skies a bove the North Sea a Brit ish 
Mosq u ito n ight fig hter fou nd itself  i n  hot pursu it of an u n known a nd v io lently 
ma neuveri ng radar  ta rget. It was a snowy and cold n ight, a rou nd 10 : 30 P. M .  on January 
1 6, 1 947 .  At 22,000 feet, a long chase ensued wh ich ended over Norfo lk, Eng land ,  when 
the " u n identified a i rcraft" evaded pursuit . 1 That was by no mea ns the fi rst UFO account 
i n  h istory but perhaps the ea rl iest for 1947.  The i ncident was even written a bout i n  
E ng l i sh a nd America n  newspa pers but d i d  not receive the attention that Kenneth Arno ld  
d id  s ix  months later when he spotted n i ne sa ucer- l i ke objects over Mount Ra i n ier  in  
Washi ngton State . Hundreds if not thousands of  "fly i ng saucer" s ig hti ngs fo l lowed in  
J u ne a nd J u ly .  Accord i ng to oneti me Blue Book d i rector Edward J .  Ru ppelt, the saucer  
reports which rea l ly shook u p  U .S .  mi l ita ry i nte l l igence occu rred over M u roc Army Ai r 
F ie ld on J u ly 7 and  8 of that yea r. Certa i n ly, s i nce the i ntensity of reports had p icked u p  
d u ri ng a long 4th o f  J u ly weekend,  the m i l ita ry h a d  become concerned . B y  J u ly 9 the 
Pentagon had decided to i nterview some witnesses and conduct i nvest igat ions.  The Ai r 
Materie l  Command at Wright Fie ld ,  Dayton,  Oh io,  was then broug ht i nto the p ictu re .  Its 
i ntel l igence u n it  sta rted to compi le  reports and  by September had recom mended a 
forma l project be esta bl ished . The fi rst of a series of i nvestigations began i n  ea rly 1 948 . 
From 1 948 to 1 9 5 1  Air Force Intel l igence i n  both Dayton and Wash i ngton strugg led with 
the issue.  Al l the whi le the press consistently i nq u i red a bout the m i l ita ry's op in ion  o n  the 
s ig hti ngs.  Little, however, was forthcoming from the Ai r Force because the su bject was 
considered "a h igh ly classified matter. " The d rama beh i nd those very secretive 
i nvestigations by Ai r Force Inte l l igence is  an i nteresti ng a lthough  l i tt le u nderstood a nd 
sti l l  i ncomplete story.  So let's look at the ongoi ng efforts by h istorians  to p ierce the Cold 
Wa r vei l  of secrecy su rrou nd ing those ea rly U FO s ig hti ngs-then known on ly as  "fly ing 
saucers . "  

FLYING SAIICER STORIES FROM \fVRIGHT FIEl D 
Althoug h flyi ng  sa ucers ca ught the attention of U . S .  m i l i ta ry 

i nte l l igence i n  1 947, the fi rst officia l  investigation , Project S ig n ,  d i d  not 
beg i n  u nti l Febru a ry 1 1 , 1 948 . 2 Th is  was for a l l  practica l pu rposes a 
conti n u ation of work that had been goi ng on si nce the late su m mer  of 
1 947 u nder  a erona utica l eng ineer Alfred Loed d i n g . He worked as a 
civ i l i an  emp loyee for the i nte l l igence u n it of the Ai r M ateriel  Com m a n d  
{AM C )  i n  Dayton ,  Oh io, at Wright Fie ld . 

A docu ment termed the "Twin ing memo" had set the whee ls  i n  
motion for it a l l .  S ig ned on  September 23 ,  1 947, by  AMC com ma nder  
Lieute n a nt Genera l  N ath a n  F.  Twi n i n g ,  i t  had  been d rafted by  T- 2 
(AM C Inte l l igence u n it) Com mander Col onel Howa rd M .  M cCoy . The 
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A M C  h a d  been a s ked by Pentagon Inte l l ig ence Req u i reme nts Ch ief 
Bri g a d i e r  G e n e ra l  Georg e  F. Sch u l gen fo r a n  assessment a n d th is  was it .  

As i d e  fro m stati ng that  the fly ing sa uce rs were "something real and 
not visionary or fictitiO'IS, " th e Twi n i ng memo u rged that a perma nent 
p roj ect be esta b l i shed to i n vestigate a n d  a n a lyze futu re d isc reports . 
W h i l e  th is  wo u l d  d oveta i l  with that work a l rea dy i n itiated by Alfred 
Loed d i n g  u n d e r  Co l o n e l  M cCoy's T- 2 Inte l l igence u n it, eve ryone rea l ized a 
fo rm a l  i n vesti g a tion was n eeded .

3 
So Major Genera l  La u re n ce C .  Cra i g i e 

( D i recto r of USAF Resea rch & Development) i n  Wash i n gto n made it 
offic ia l .  He issued a n  ord e r  on Dece m be r  3 0 ,  1 947, a pp rovi ng a g ro u p  "to 
co l l ect, co l l ate, eva l u ate a n d d istri bute to inte rested g overn m ent a g e ncies 
a n d co ntra cto rs a l l  i nfo rmation con cern i n g  sig hti n g s  a nd p h e n o m e n a  i n  
th e atmos p h e re wh ich ca n b e  con stru ed to be o f  con ce rn to th e nati o n a l  
secu rity . "  S i n ce th e A M C  at  Wri g h t  ( a nd nea rby Pa tte rso n )  Fi e l d  w a s  then 
a d i recto rate of Genera l  Gra i g i e 's com m a n d ,  Dayto n en ded up with the 
U FO p roj ect. 

Th u s  ca m e  the " officia l "  esta b l ish ment u nd e r  the AM C's T- 2 
I nte l l i g e nce u n it of Project HT- 3 04, wh ich was g iven the cod e word S ig n .

4 

Ai r Fo rce Tech n i ca l  I n struction N o .  TI- 2 1 8 5, gave S i g n  a "2A priority, " the 
seco n d  h i g h est rati n g ,  a n d a secu rity c lassification of " RESTRICTE D , "  the 
l owest . 5 Sign a n d the l ate r Gru d g e  code na mes were kept secret, but th e i r  
existe n ce beca m e  known i n  the press b y  1 949 a s  Proj ect Sa ucer.  6 

T- 2 's P roject S i g n  a t  the newly merg ed Wri g ht- Patte rson Ai r Fo rce 
Base ( W PAFB) l a sted o n ly one yea r, but it h a d  a very noteworthy h eyd a y .  
S i g n  wo rked th rou g h  a syste m o f  cha n n e l s .  Ai r Fo rce Inte l l igence offi cers 
stati o n ed at a base nea r a s ig hti n g ,  or  i n  so me cases N a va l  Inte l l igence,  
u s u a l l y  were a s ked by T- 2 to co nd uct the fi rst in vestigati o n s .  Th e Fo u rth 
Ai r Fo rce Inte l l ig e n ce u n it wo rki ng out of H a m i lton Fi e l d ,  Ca l iforn ia ,  sta n d s  
a s  a n  exa m p l e .  Th e Ai r Defense Com m a n d  ( A D C )  at M itch e l  Fie l d ,  N ew 
Yo rk, was a l so i nvolved . They, i n  fa ct, i n itiated the Fo u rth Ai r Fo rce 's ea rly 
i n te rvi ews in J u l y 1 947 of Ke n neth Arno ld  who was th e fi rst witn ess to 
m a ke "flyi n g  sa u ce r" h ea d l i nes .  7 Th e ADC u sed a Cou nter Inte l l i g e n ce 
Co rps ( CIC) d etach m e nt a ssig ned to them with a g e nts a l so fa rm ed out to 
va ri o u s  ba ses a n d n u m b e red Ai r Forces l i ke th e Fo u rth . 8 Some CIC 
offi ce rs a ss ig ned to th e ADC were loo ki ng i nto a few of th e fi rst s ig hti n g s  
b efo re a nyo ne e lse . C I C  u n its a n d a su ccesso r org a n ization k n o w n  a s  th e 
Ai r Fo rce Offi ce of S peci a l  I n vestig ation (AFOSI) wou ld  co nti n u e a ctive 
i n vestig ations  th ro u g h  a system of d istrict ba ses th roug h o ut th e U . S .

9 

Afte r the fo rm a l  a ctivation of Proj ect Sig n at the AMC's T- 2 
I n tel l ig e n ce u n it (soon ren a med Tech n ica l Inte l l i gence Depa rtm ent o r  
TI D ) ,  TI D wa s s u p posed t o  a d m i n iste r over a l l  th e case fi les on the d isc 
s ig hti n g s . 10 Despite th is,  so m e  re ports were excl u sive ly fi led at Ai r Fo rce 
I nte l l i g e nce H e a d q u a rte rs in th e Pentagon (AFOI N ) .  

I n  perfect theory, a fte r co m i n g  i nto the AMC, re ports were s u p pose 
to go d ow n  to TI D .  Fro m there th ey went to TI D's Ana lysis Divis ion . S ig n 
tea m m e m bers, who were a ssi g n ed u n d e r  the Ana lysis Divi s io n ,  were 
ofte n wo rki n g  o n  m a ny other a ssig n m ents i n  those ea rly Co l d  Wa r days.  
B u t  o n ce a n oteworthy re port a rose, a Sig n i nvestig ator o r  extra staff 
p e rson fro m so mewhere with i n  TI D or even AMC wou l d  at ti m es be 
d i spatch ed to a s ig hti n g  locati on if fu rth er i n vestigation was wa rra nted . In 
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most cases, h oweve r, a CIC office r o r  FBI a g ent nea r the event  d i d  the 
i n iti a l  i nte rrog ation of  witn esses.  (Th e FBI h a d  been uti l ized by the 
Penta g o n  to a ssist with i n vestig ations si n ce ea rly J u ly 1 94 7 . ) 1 1  

Occasi o n a l ly,  the pre l i m i n a ry CIC o r  FBI re ports were l ite ra l l y cut 
a n d pasted tog ethe r  to fo rm some of th e S ig n case fi les . Fo r that rea son 
a n d  oth ers wh ich i n cl u ded a shorta g e  of  c lerica l h e l p, m a ny of  the e a rly 
Proj ect S i g n  fi l es a re brief. Th is is m a i n l y beca use its e n g i neeri ng d i recto r, 
Alfred Loed d i n·g ,  was very lax i n  co m pi l i n g  w ritte n reports- bei n g  m o re of 
an e n g i neer th a n  a p roper fi le c lerk. 12 

Th e pa perwork that wa s prod u ced was fi l ed not j ust i n  D a yto n ,  but  
with a n y g overn ment a g e ncy wh ich co u l d  be of  a ssista n ce .  Th is  was 
n ecessa ry beca u se Project S i g n  h a d  no d e d i cated fu n d s  a n d a l l  expen ses 
for i n vesti gat ions had to be g lea ned from othe r  TI D/A M C  operati o n s . So 
coord i nat ion with a wide host of a g e n cies wa s often necessa ry to co n d u ct 
specia l ized a n a lys is .  These i n cl uded such g ro u ps a s  th e CIA, FBI, U . S .  
Coast G u a rd ,  U . S .  Weather B u rea u,  Ra nd Corpo ration,  U . S .  Army a n d 
N a vy, M a ssa ch u setts I n stitute of Tech n ology ( M . I .T. ) ,  U . S .  A ir  Fo rce 
Scientifi c  Ad visory Boa rd (SAB),  U . S .  State Depa rtment a n d the Defe nse 
Depa rtment's Resea rch and Development Boa rd ( R&D B ) .

13 
Some sel ect 

govern me nt, i n d ustria l  a n d  u n iversity experts were co nsu lted a s  wel l .  
The Genera l  E l ectric La n g m u i r  La borato ry i s  a c lass ic  exa m p l e .  Th e 

fi rm is n a med i n  h o n o r  of Dr.  Irvi ng La n g m u i r  who was a wa rd ed the N o be l  
Prize i n  1 9 3 2  fo r h i s  d iscove ries a n d i n vestig at ions i n  s u rfa ce c h e m i stry .  
H e  w a s  a ssoci ated with t h e  co m pa n y's resea rch la borato ry fro m its 
fo rmation i n  1 9 0 9  u nti l h is d eath i n  1 9 5 7 . 14 

O n  a n u m be r  of occa s i o n s  t h e  
Project S i g n  tea m  co nsu lted with Dr .  La n g m u i r. 

Dr . Langmuir recal led this in a December 1 8 , 1 9 5 7  spee ch . 
In his  talk , he was skeptic al about f lying sauce r  report s in  
general but gave some very intere s t ing ins ight s on  Proj e c t  
Sign and i t s  inve s t igators : 

I [ La n g m u i r] was a member of Genera l  Schwa rtz's Advisory 
Committee after the wa r, a n d  we held some ve ry secret meeti n g s  i n  
Wash i ngton i n  w h ich there w a s  a th i n g  ca l led p roj ect SIG N .  I th i n k  
it's s-i-g - n .  Anyway, i t  was h ushed u p .  I t  was h a rd ly even ta l ked 
a bout and it was the flyi ng sa ucer stuff, g athering the evidence, 
a n d  wei g h i n g  a n d eva l uating the d ata on flyi ng sa u cers.  And h e  
[Genera l  Schwartz] sa id, "You know, it's very serious, i t  rea l ly looks 
a s  th o u g h  there is someth ing there." 

Well, I told him afterwa rds-I told h i m  this story h e re.  I said 
that it seems to me from what I know a bout flyi n g  sa u cers they 
look l i ke this sort of th i n g .  Wel l, a nyway, it en ded u p  by two m e n  
being b rought t o  Schen ecta dy with a boi led d own g ro u p  of a bou t 
twenty o r  thirty best cases from h u n d reds a nd h u n d reds that they 
knew a l l  a bout. I d i d n 't wa nt them a l l, I said to pick out a bout 
th i rty o r  fo rty of the best cases, a n d  bri n g  them to Schen ecta dy, 
a n d we'l l  spend a cou ple of d ays going ove r them. 

Most of them were Ve n u s  seen i n  the eve n i n g  thro u g h  a 
m u rky atmosph e re. Venus  can be seen i n  the m i d d le of the day if 
yo u know where to look for it. Almost a ny clea r b right da y 
especial ly when Ven u s  is at its brig htest, a nd sometimes it's ca used 
a l most pan ic. It has caused traffic cong estion i n  N ew York City 
when Ven u s  is seen i n  the eve n i n g  n e a r  some of the b u i l d i n g s  
a ro u n d  Times S q u a re a n d  people tho u g ht i t  was a comet a bout t o  
col l i d e  with t h e  e a rth, o r  somebody from M a rs, or so meth ing o f  that 
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sort. That was a long time ago.  That was thirty or forty yea rs ago.  
Ve n u s  sti l l  ca uses flyi n g  sa ucers. 

Wel l, they [the S ign  people] o n ly had one photog ra ph o r  two 
photog ra p h s  ta ken by one man.  It looked l ike a piece of ta r paper 
when I fi rst saw it and the two photog raphs s h owed the th ing in  
enti re ly d iffere nt sha pes. I asked fo r more deta ils a bout it .  What 
was the weather at the t ime? Well, they d i d n 't know b ut they'd 
look it u p .  And they g ot out some pa pers a n d  th ere it wa s. It was 
taken a bout fifteen or twe nty m i n utes after a violent thundersto rm 
out in O h i o  [sic-th is is  the Rhodes photo from Phoenix, Arizona,  they 
were d iscussi ng ] .  Well, what's more natu ra l  than some piece of ta r 
paper picked u p  by a l ittle min iatu re twiste r a n d being ca rried a 
few thousand feet u p  into the clouds a n d  it was coming d own, 
th at's a l l .  So what co u l d  it be? 

" But it was going at an enormous speed." Of course the m a n  
who s a w  i t  d i d n 't h a ve the va g uest i d e a  o f  how fa r away it was. 
That's the trou ble.  If you see someth ing that's up  in the sky, a l i g ht 
o r  a ny kind of a n  o bject, you haven 't the vaguest idea of how big it 
is. Yo u ca n g u ess a nyth i n g  you l i ke a bout the speed. You ask 
people h ow big the moon is.  Some say as big as a house. Wel l, how 
big is it rea l ly? Yo u ca n't tel l  by looki ng at it .  How ca n you tel l  how 
big a flying saucer is? We ll, a nyway, after I went th ro u g h  these 
t h i n g s  [ 3 0-40 of S i g n 's best cases] I didn't fi nd a single one that made 
a ny sense at a l l . There were a l l  th ings that suffe red fro m these 
fa cts . They were a l l  su bjective. They were a l l  near a threshold.  Yo u 
d o n 't know what the threshold is exactly in detecti ng the velocity 
of a n  o bj ect that yo u see up in the sky, where yo u don't know 
whether it's a thousa n d  feet or ten thousand feet or a h u n d red 
t h o u sa n d  feet up.  But they all fitted i n  with th is genera l  patte rn, 
n a me ly, that there d oesn't seem to be a ny evidence that there is 
a nyth i n g  in  them. And, a nyway, these men were co nvinced a n d  
they e n d ed proj ect SIG N [th is ta l k  was g iven on December 18 ,  1953] . 15 

I n .  ea rly 1 948 Air Fo rce Headq u a rte rs ord e red TI D to m a ke co pi es of 
a l l  th e i r  S i g n  fi l es a n d fo rwa rd th em to the Offi ce of Nava l  Inte l l i g e n ce 
( O N I ) . 16 By that poi nt m a n y  of the S i g n  fi les beg a n  to be m icrofi l m ed but  
w e re of  poor q u a l ity, i n d icati n g  that they were mea nt o n ly for i nter­
s e rvice use . 1 7 (Th is wa s l i ke ly  cond ucted rig ht at TI D .  Th ey h a d  a 
soph isticated i n - ho use m i crofi l m i n g  d epa rtment that h a d  been a ctivated 
a fte r the wa r to assist with th e h a nd l i ng of a l l  the Germ a n  tech n i ca l 
d ocu m e n ts wh ich Co l o n e l  M cCoy a n d  the T- 2 g rou p h a d  been responsi b l e  
fo r. ) 18 

S o m e  ea rly i nvestig ative work on U FOs may have been co n d u cted 
by m i l ita ry u n its eventu a l ly desi g n ated ATIC Deta c h m ent 1 ,  2 ,  a n d 3 .  
Th ese were c lassified u n its wh ich h a d  been esta bl ished d u ri ng th e Seco n d  
W o rl d  Wa r t o  recove r J a pa n ese Fu ga ba l loons.  At least 9 , 0 0 0  Fu g os 
loa d ed with i n ce nd i a ry bo m bs were l a u n ched i nto the jet strea m as a 
d esperate atte m pt by the J a pa n ese to stri ke back at  the U . S .  By 1 9 45 the 
J a pa n ese co ns idered a rm i ng th e ba l loons with b io log ica l  wea pons, but the 
wa r e n d ed before specia l ly req u i red bom b ca sings were ava i l a b l e .  N o n e  of 
th is  was p u b l ic ly known i n  the U . S .  beca use the Weste rn Defense 
Co m m a n d a l ways su rro u n d ed th e u n its wh ich recovered th e ba l loons with 
secrecy . O n e  s u ch u n it was th e 55 5th Infa ntry Ba tta l ion  ca l l ed the "Tri p le  
N ickels . " Th ey were an Afri ca n America n pa ratroop g ro u p  wh ich 
d isti n g u i shed themselves by serv i n g  as smoke j u m pers- putti ng out the 
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many fi res i n  the Northwest ca used by the nea rly 3 ,000  ba l loon bom bs 
that actu a l ly succeeded in making  the long journey across the Pacific . 19 

After the wa r some of the tea ms were a ppa rently kept i n  p lace in  the 
event that other  cou ntries m ight try to th reaten  North America with 
s imi l a r  ba l loon wa rfa re . Ai r Force Co lone l  Robert J .  Friend (a  oneti me 
Project B lue  Book ch ief) stated that  these un its were used to  ass ist w ith 
UFO i nvestigations up th rough 1 953 . They, however, reported to a n  
intermediate level i n  Vi rg i n ia ,  a n d  their  reports d id not go  d i rectly to S ign  
or the  later Grudge a nd B lue  Boo I< projects . 20 

THE PEOPLE BEHIND SIGN 
So wh i le  there were many g roups associated i n  a peri phera l  way 

with the sa ucer  reports, it was the Sign project wh ich was at least 
suppose to have the primary responsib i l ity . Lieute n a nt Colonel  J.C.  
Bea m supervised Major M elvi n W. Fa u l k  who i n itia l ly mon itored the 
S ign tea m  in  coord ination with civi l i an  mon itor Alfred Loedd ing . 2 1 M ajor  
Fa u l k  was tra nsferred in  June 1948 a nd Ca pta i n  Robert R. Sneider took 
over as  m i l ita ry mon itor. Both of  these men were a l ready working  i n  TID's 
Ana lysis D ivision-headed by Colonel  Wi l l i a m  R. C l i n germ a n  who i n  
turn worked for Colone l  McCoy as TID com ma nder . 22 

It is c lea r Project S ig n ,  a lthough a very sma l l  operation ,  was a n  
im porta nt fu nction a t  TID .  To i l l ustrate th is, Ana lysis Ch ief Co lone l  
C l i ngerman  is often docu mented by the fi les as  assisti ng  with routi n e  
office correspondence re lated to the d isc sig htings .  23 The sa me ca n be 
sa id of Co lone l  McCoy who took an active person a l  i nterest. That  is  
s ig n ifica nt a lone beca use as ide from fly ing sa ucers, there were m a ny 
other  im porta nt i nte l l igence projects go ing  on at TID wh ich had  a staff of 
1 ,094 ( 79 officers, 84 en l isted men,  a nd 93 1 civi l ia ns) . 24 Such a 
com p l iment of personne l  i n  the post-wa r period of downsizi ng  was 
s ig n ifica nt .  It stemmed from that specia l  assig nment that T-2 had been 
g iven at the end of the war to d isseminate Germ a n  tech n ica l  documents 
a n d  h a rdwa re .  However, as early as 1 946 Inte l l i�ence sta rted to focus 
on the Soviet U n ion as  a potentia l  m i l ita ry th reat.  5 From that poi nt o n ,  
t h e  Ai r Force beca me less and  less concerned with w h a t  the Germans  h a d  
developed p e r  s e  as with what t h e  Germans  had lea rned from fig hti ng  the 
Soviets . 

By Novem ber 1 947, the Germa n a dva nces i n  aviation had  been 
a na lyzed a nd documents indexed . T-2 was reorg a n ized a nd ren a m ed TID .  
At that time Major Genera l  George C .  McDona ld ,  Ch ief of Ai r Force 
Inte l l igence or AFOIN ,  wa nted TID to i ntensify thei r a bi l ity to prod uce 
tech n ica l inte l l igence reports a n d  estimates on  fore ign  a i r  wea pons .  In  
1 948 TID beg a n  ta ki ng on m uch of  the respons ib i l i ty for the  Ai r Ta rgets 
Divis ion comma nded by Lieutenant  Co lone l  Raymond S .  S leeper at AFOIN .  
Once TID focused thei r efforts o n  th is project they stud ied fore ig n 
pub l ished l iteratu re to deve lop economic profi les on  cou ntries that may 
have become potentia l  enemies of  the  U . S . -na mely the USSR a nd its 
sate l l ites .  26 

The Cold  Wa r had s lowly been develop ing s ince M a rch 5 ,  1 946, 
when respond ing  to an i nvitation from President Tru m a n  to spea k in 
Fu lton ,  M issou ri ,  Winston Ch u rch i l l  brought the p h rase Iron Curtain i nto 
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use "aga i n . "  At d ifferent times i n  h istory both Ka iser Wi lhe lm II a nd 
Joseph Goebbe ls  had used that metaphor-wa rn ing  of a g rowing th reat 
from Russia . 27 But this ti me h istory proved Ch u rch i l l  rig ht .  

A few days after the speech newly a ppointed U . S .  Am bassador  to 
the Soviet U n ion,  Wa iter  Bede l l  Smith , paid Ch u rch i l l  a vis it .  Church i l l  was 
in a p l ush New York City hotel soa king in  a hot bath when he received 
S mith . The fla m boya nt Ch u rch i l l ,  as usua l ,  pa id l ittle attention to 
forma l it ies-com menting  on ly a bout a g roup  of demonstrators just outside 
protesti ng  the h a rsh rhetoric of h is  Fu lton speech . Smith , Genera l  
E ise n hower's u lcer ridden ,  h a rd-driving ,  wartime ch ief-of-staff a nd futu re 
CIA d i rector, pa id l ittle  attention to the picketers . He  ag reed with Ch u rch i l l  
that those sa me crowds i n  a yea r's time wou ld  b e  a pp la ud ing the former 
British  Prime  M i n ister. 28 

Ch u rch i l l  had  the sa me premon ition a bout the Soviets that he  had 
over the N azis a decade ea rl ier. He was then watch ing h is  beloved Brita in  
i n stitute bread ration ing  i n  order  to  export enoug h g ra in  to  keep food riots 
from eru pti ng i n  Al l ied -occu pied Germany.  That was a h a rdsh i p  Eng l ish 
citizens  had not even had to end u re d u ring the da rkest days of the wa r. 
S u bseq uent pressu re on Pa rl iament led Brita i n  to a ba ndon efforts to check 
Com m u n ist expa nsion in the eastern Med iterranea n .  President Tru man  fe lt 
America had to fi l l  that vacu u m .  

To d rum u p  Cong ressiona l  su pport for a id to Greece a nd Tu rkey a s  
we l l  as  a id  to Europe, the Tru man admin istration i ntention a l ly exp lo ited 
pu b l ic a nxiety . The batt lesh ip  Missouri sai led to the Med iterra nea n as pre­
CIA- I i ke operations were con d ucted out of the State Depa rtment with 
former  OSS agents to check the Com m u n ists i n  the Ita l ia n  e lections . 29 As 
the Tru m a n  Doctri ne a n d  M a rsh a l !  Pla n  were on the d rawi ng boa rd ,  rea l 
fea rs over  a b lockade of Berl i n  were a l ready in  the news . 

O n  St.  Patrick's day, M a rch 1 7, 1 948, President Tru ma n went before 
a jo int  session of cong ress . He asked for im med iate passage  of the 
M a rsh a l !  P la n that had end lessly been debated for over a yea r.  He  a lso 
ca l led for a re instatement of the d raft-a n u n precedented move in a n  
e lection  yea r.  For the fi rst time,  he identified the Soviet U n ion as  the one 
nat ion b locking peace i n  Europe.  30 That sa me day E l  ea nor Rooseve lt 
received a person a l  l etter from Truma n .  In  it the president stated : " It is 
the most serious s ituation we have faced s i nce 1939,  I sha l l  face it with 
everyth ing  I have .  "3 1 The Russian  b lockade of Berl i n  was then just fou r  
months away .  

Even with the  more u rgent Cold  Wa r th reat at hand wh ich kept TID 
extremely  busy, Co lone l  McCoy gave Project Sig n sig n ifica nt attention . 
McCoy a ppoi nted Ca pta in  Robert Sneider as  the mi l ita ry admin istrator  
after Major Fa u l k  left i n  J une-with Loedd ing conti nu i ng  as  eng ineering  
d i rector of  the  tea m .  In  fact, s ince the fa l l  of  1 947 and  the forma l  
estab l i shment o f  Project S ig n ,  fi les descri be Loedd ing  as  "project eng i neer 
for u n identified fly ing objects . "32 That may have been the fi rst i nforma l  
use o f  the term U FO .  

A few other  nota b le  TID staff mem bers that assisted the 
Sneider/Loedd ing  Sign tea m  were, Lawrence H .  Truettner ( m issi le  
speci a l ist) , N icho las ( N ick) Post (aerona utica l eng ineer) ,  Joh n H .  Zel l  
( a i rcraft a na lysis specia l ist) , George W .  Towles (fie ld  co l lections, 
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wa rehouse mon itor  a n d  futu re Project G rudge civi l i an  mon itor) ,  M ajor 
Raymond A.  Llewe l lyn (tech n ica l assista nt) , Lieutenant Howa rd W .  S m ith 
{futu re Project G rudge m i l ita ry admin istrator) a nd John  S. " Red " H o n a ker  
(specia l  assista nt to  Colone l  McCoy) . 

Lieutena nt Co lone l  M i les R. Go l l ,  who was a key m a n  on Co lone l  
McCoy's staff, seems to  have served as  a supervisor of  sorts over som e  of 
the U FO work. Aga i n ,  th is  i l l ustrates that Project S ig n ,  a ltho u g h  a 
re lative ly sma l l  operation , was ta ken very serious ly .  In  a recent i nterv iew 
with a vetera n from those ea rly days, it was stated that M i les Gol l (who 
had been Ch ief of  the Ana lysis Divis ion i n  1 946) had fi rstha nd knowledge 
of  the operation . The vetera n reca l led Go l l  showing h i m  a seg regated 
room at TID where the d isc sig hti ngs were being  stud ied . The person 
interviewed was Victor H .  B i lek, a close friend a nd ca r pool rider  with M i les 
Gol l .  M r. _B i lek, who worked for ma ny yea rs i n  the a rmaments section of 
T-2/TID/ATIC a nd the i r  successor org a n ization FTD,  does not reca l l  the 
exact date of th is i ncident .  But the point is that he  remembers M i les Go l l  
bei ng associated with the  work at  a n  ea rly stage-which was  assu m ed to 
be a very c lassified operation at the time .  33 It is certa i n ly c lea r from the 
Nationa l  Arch ives' ho ld i ngs of the T-2/TID/ATIC/FTD fi les that M i les Go l l  
ass isted with d uties re lated to  the  U FO projects i n  Dayton as  ea rly as  
1 947 a nd on occasion th rough 1953 . 34 Go l l  a lso beca me a key l ia ison with 
the Batte l l e  Memoria l  Institute-a h ig h ly secretive th i n k  ta n k  nea rby i n  
Co l u m bus,  Oh io .  

By  ea rly 1 948, Al bert Bon nel le Deya rmond (a  reserve Army A i r  
Force co lone l  d iscussed shortly) a lso beca me a key tea m  member. H e  i n  
fact seems to have become as centra l to the investigative work as  Alfred 
Loedd ing . However, M issi l e  expert Lawrence Truettner was the one who 
worked the c losest with Loedd ing on the  d isc s ightings .  Yet ora l  h istory 
interviews of those who knew the men show that Loedd ing  a nd Truettner, 
wh i le  very brig ht, d id not fit i nto the atmosphere at Wright  Fie ld . They 
were rather  eclectic, excita b le  gentlemen who probab ly wou l d  have fit i n  
m uch better on a u n ivers ity ca mpus tha n  i n  t h e  h ig h ly reg u lated T-2/TID 
outfit .  

Loedd ing ,  i n  pa rticu l a r, had a very eccentric persona l ity wh ich 
c lashed with the m i l ita ry way of doing  th ings .  Most d istu rbing  of a l l  to h is 
Ai r Force su periors was h is re l ucta nce to fi l e  deta i led pa perwork-a 
ca rd i n a l  s in  a mong a ny m i l ita ry burea ucrats . 35 Loedd ing  seems to have 
preferred to s im ply keep most of h is  ana lysis i n  h is  head ,  at  least u nti l h e  
cou ld  reach fi rm concl usions .  

THE GREAT ALFRED LOEDDING 
Alfred Loedd ing  is remembered by n u merous vetera ns a s  hav ing  a 

favorite saying : "Tough s ledd ing-no snow . "  Loedd ing  used that p h rase a 
lot at T-2/TID beca use h is ideas were a lways cons idered on  the very 
theoretica l fri nges of aviation eng ineeri ng . As a resu lt, he  d id have some 
rather  tou g h  s ledd ing . So it seems d id  Project S ig n .  

Loedd ing  was just basica l ly a head of h is  time,  being  o n e  of the few 
America n vis ionaries cog n iza nt of the adva ntages i n herent  i n  flyi n g  w ing  
desig ns .  In  h is  spa re ti me, he  had  been bu i l d i ng models  of  such a i rcraft 
s ince 1 9 3 3  when Loedd ing  had a very ea rly U FO s ighting . By 1 948,  he  
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patented severa l low aspect ratio or  a l l - l ifti ng  body desig ns .  When the 
Germ a n  fly ing  wing experi menta l  a i rcraft were recovered at the end of 
World Wa r II ,  Loedd ing  wou ld have been pa rt of the tea m  at T-2 to 
eva l uate such concepts . Loedd ing  even created the specia l  projects g roup  
known as  Aerona utica l Sciences with N ick Post to eva luate such 
revo l ut iona ry tech no logy.  

In  terms of the adva nces the Germans had made i n  low aspect ratio 
a i rfoi ls ,  everyone a g reed that they d isp layed certa i n  adva ntages that 
shou ld  be stud ied . As a matter of fact, fifty some yea rs later such ideas 
made the i r  way i nto desig ns l i ke the F- 1 1 7 Stea lth Fig hter a nd B-2 Stea lth 
Bom ber.  But the d ifference with Loedd ing  was that he  did not wa nt to wa it 
for fifty yea rs of development.  He wa nted the m i l ita ry a n d  the a i rcraft 
i n d ustry to i nvest heavi ly i n  rad ica l avion ics then . It mig ht have even 
been a good idea except that in the postwa r environ ment there was not 
the perceived need nor  fu nds to ta ke such steps despite the g rowing  Cold 
Wa r. 

Th is is  evident in Jack Northrop's revol utiona ry design of a fly ing 
wing bom ber  wh ich a ppea red by 1947.  Known as the XB-35  and later as 
the YB-49 when cha nged from piston to jet power, it was a very adva nced 
a i rfra me .  The a i rcraft, however, was never g iven a fa i r  eva luation by the 
Air  Force wh ich was not ready to i nvest in such a rad ica l concept. As the 
m i l ita ry then saw it ,  there were sti l l  too many minor tech n ica l prob lems 
with the flyi ng  wing to i nteg rate it into a log istica l fra mework designed 
a round  conventiona l  a i rcraft config u rations .  

With respect to Loedd ing ,  he never cou l d  a ppreciate the su btleties 
of such cons iderations a n d  s im ply cou l d  not u ndersta nd why everyone d id  
not see th i ngs  th roug h the same visionary eyes that he had . I f  it had been 
up to h i m ,  the Ai r Force wou ld  have g iven a l a rge contract to North rop 
a nd they wou ld have never bu i lt the l a rge and cu mbersome B-36 bom ber 
so identified with the early days of  the Strategic Ai r Comma nd ( SAC) . 
Perha ps, that is  why Loedd ing  was on ly ta ken serious ly when consu lti ng 
on  specia l a nd h ig h ly u n ique  prob lems such as  the ea rly d isc s ig htings .  

H e  d id have a rather  eclectic backg rou nd . When  Loedd ing  ca me to 
Wrig ht La bs back i n  1938  he was by then ,  a self-ta ught a uthority on a l l  of 
the newest aviation deve lopments l i ke rockets . He  even served as a key 
Ai r Force conta ct with the America n rocket pioneer Robert H .  Godda rd 
who at the time was working  out of Roswel l ,  New Mexico . Although ,  m uch 
of Loedd i n g 's rocket work was done on his own i n itiative . For exa m ple,  
Loedd i ng with h is  brother, Fred,  had l aunched some of the fi rst sma l l  
hand made rockets i n  Dayton despite fea rs by loca l Wright  Fie ld  a uthorit ies 
that h i s  "toys" wou l d  ki l l  someone .  Soon ,  Loedd ing  was ordered to stop 
l a u nch i ng the da ngerous missi les but th is d id  not stop h i m  from 
experi menti n g  with h ig h ly combustib le  a nd toxic so l id  rocket fue ls  that he  
was  s u re wou l d  one  day ta ke men into space-someth i ng that  he may 
have reca l led with affection  when he  beca me the  fi rst Ai r Force l i a ison to 
NASA many  yea rs later. 

Loed d i n g  won a reputation as a tech n ica l  i nnovator when he beca me 
civi l i a n  ch ief of the fi rst Jet Propu ls ion Laboratory at Wright Fie ld  i n  1 940 .  
In  h is resume h e  stated that  wh i le there,  "I  p ioneered the work i n  rocket 
type eng ines . . .  I i n itiated and  mon itored a l l  work that fi n a l ly resu lted in  
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a modern a n d  complete Jet Propu ls ion La boratory i n  1 943 . "36. 

After that, Loedd i ng went to work at the Armament La boratory on  
the deve lopment of  another  project of  h is, the hyd robo m b .  The 
hydrobomb was a type of u nderwater rocket-propel led torpedo that was 
to be ca rried by a i rcraft for a nti-sh i p  wa rfa re . Wh i l e  in  th is  project, 
Loedd ing  served as the ch ief l ia ison with private contractors but 
a ppa rently ra n aga inst m i l ita ry proced u re i n  h is  work.  As a resu lt of that, 
h e  vo l u nta ri ly  resig ned from the project i n  d isgust with the wastefu l 
ma nagement of time a nd resou rces that the m i l ita ry b u rea ucracy 
exh i b ited in  its own efforts to deve lop wea pons systems .  

Afterwa rds,  Loedd ing rea l ized wea pons prod uction m ust be 
entrusted with private ind ustry .  Neverthe less, Wrig ht Fie ld  conti n ued to 
use h i m  as a m i l ita ry l i a ison a n d  troub le-shooter with other  i n d ustries 
i nvolved in govern ment wa r prod uction contracts . Th is i n cl uded work on 
the B-29 project a nd its successor, the B-5 0 .  D u ri ng  th is  ti me Loedd i ng 
worked on the prob lem of eng ine  fi res that p lagued so m a ny B-29s 
coming  off the fi rst prod uction ru ns .  

After the wa r he  briefly worked fu l l -ti me for the T-2 Inte l l igence 
D ivision . It is u n known what projects he was i nvolved with , but soon 
Loedd ing  was back in  the (T- 3 )  Eng ineering  D ivis ion .  Appa rently by then ,  
he  served ma in ly i n  resea rch and  development projects a nd was  sti l l  used 
as a corporate l ia ison a nd tech n ica l assista nt.  At the time he coord i nated 
on the fi rst stages of development of the huge  B-3 6  bom ber. W h i l e  on the 
B-36 project he  assisted with the shaping and form ing  of mag n esi u m  a l loy 
sheet m eta l at the B-36 p lant i n  Fort Worth , Texas .  

H e  wrote that a t  that time, " I  visited major a i rcraft com pa n ies a nd 
manufactu ri ng  concerns,  such as the Al u m i n u m  Com pany  of America a n d  
the ir  su b-contractors to so lve man ufactu ring  d ifficu lt ies a nd too l i n g  
p rob lems.  I a lso visited va rious other p la nts th roug hout t h e  cou ntry a nd 
was so le ly respons ib le for exa mination of the i r  man ufactu ri ng  a bi l ity a nd 
then recommend ing  the awa rd ing  of contracts to Procu rement Div is io n . "  
By Febru a ry 1 7, 1 946, Loedd ing  retu rned to T-2 Inte l l igence .  H e  wrote 
that at that time : 

I joined the [T-2]  Analysis Division . . .  a nd took a leading part i n  
orga nizing t h e  Aircraft Section . I created t h e  Su personic U n it a n d  
became Ch ief for a pproximately two months. I was then adva nced 
to Civi l ian Chief, Aircraft Section, and su pervised the Section jointly 
with the M i l ita ry Chief, which was the pol icy at that t ime. I held 
that position from April u ntil June, and was then loa ned to the 
Office of the Tech nica l Assista nt in order to replace Major Ryan, 
who was schedu led to leave in  Ju ly; I took com plete cha rge of the 
Office of the Tech nical Assistant on 1 Aug ust 1946, after Major  
Ryan resigned in Ju ly. 37 

From Aug ust 1 946 to May 1 949, Loedd ing  offic ia l ly worked as the 
"Tech n ica l  Assista nt to the Ch ief of the Tech n ica l Ana lysis Div ision­
forming  the  Aerona utica l Sciences office of  MCIA. M CIA was T-2/TID's 
p a rent org a n izationa l  acronym . In  other  words, it  was the i r  u n it 
des ignation u nder  AMC. It went [Ai r] Materie l  Com m a nd for MC a n d  I for 
Inte l l i gence-MCI .  In  th is case TID's Ana lysis Division was ca l led M CIA-A 
for Ana lysis .  MCIA was com posed of two sections .  One beca me known as 
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the Operations Section  or  MCIAO a n d  the other  as  Tech n ica l  Ana lysis 
Section  or  MCIAT. 

MCIAT had a n u m ber of branches such as  Specia l Ana lysis­
MCIAXB, where N icho las Post worked . Another  was Foreig n Lia ison­
MCIAXL. Then  Ai rcraft and Gu ided M iss i les Ana lysis-MCIA (A,  where John 
Ze l l  a nd Lawrence Truettner  resided . Sti l l  a nother was Specia l Projects­
MCIAXO, headed by Major Raymond Llewe l lyn . Specia l  Projects actu a l ly 
beca me the b irth crad le  of Project Sig n beca use that is where i nnovative 
ad hoc comm ittees formed . The S ign project was th us des ignated 
M CIAX0-3 . 

Alfred Loedd ing ,  i n  fact, may have lobbied for such a specia l  ( U FO) 
project out  of the Specia l Projects g roup  before a uthorization came down 
from the Pentagon . But, beca use a l l  of these offices were very fl11id, one 
ca n now see how the S ign  tea m  formed piecemea l from d ifferent a reas 
with i n  the vast TID org a n ization . 

Aside  from what wou ld become a n  active job in  U FO investigations, 
Loedd ing  a lso supervised the offices of Gu ided M iss i l es and Fore ign  
Industria l Faci l it ies . I t  is  u nclea r why,  but  even though Loedd ing  was 
tech n ica l ly emp loyed by T-2 Inte l l igence, he reta ined h is  office i n  Area B 
at Wri g ht Fie ld  i n  Bu i l d i ng  1 1A.  Th is was u ndersta ndab le  up  to December 
of 1 947 beca use the T-2/TID Ana lysis Div is ion had a l l  the ir  offices i n  the 
n i ce modern bu i l d i ngs desig nated 1 1  and 1 1A. 

Both bu i l d ings  were conven iently located adjacent to the Wright  
La bs a nd the T-3 Divis ion eng ineeri ng offices . U nfortu nately,  after a very 
sp i rited Ch ristmas  pa rty he ld  i n  bu i l d ing 1 1A by the fla m boya nt officers at 
TID,  the Wright Fie ld  Area B base com mander, Brigad ier  Genera l  Joseph 
T. Morris ,  ban ished them . Morris wa nted the inte l l igence boys out of 
Wrig ht Fie ld  forever a nd to th is very day Inte l l igence has been located in  
Area A nea r the  Patterson Fie ld  Area C fl ight l i ne .  (Area A is severa l m i les 
southeast of Wright Fie ld . )  

O n ce ba n ished to the out-of-the way Area A complex, TID occu pied 
Bu i l d i ngs  287 a nd 288 beh ind  the AMC Headq u a rters complex.  They were 
then  moved into Bu i l d i ng 263 (sti l l  i n  Area A) a round late 1 949 . Th is a l l  
h a d  a detri menta l infl uence beca use not on ly  d i d  those bu i l d ings  have 
m isera bl e  worki ng  cond itions but a l so were fa r removed physica l ly from 
the aviat ion l abs at  Wrig ht Fie ld . Vetera ns from those yea rs have 
com m ented to the a uthor how a lack of efficient coord ination developed 
after that point between T-2 Inte l l igence a nd T-3 Eng ineering  a nd the 
later resea rch a nd development projects working out of the l abs i n  Area B 
at Wri g ht Fie l d .  38 

For some u n known reason ,  the a b rupt re location of Inte l l igence to 
Area A d id  not seem to inc lude Loedd ing . Perhaps he  may have sti l l  been 
worki ng  in some ca pacity for T-3 Eng ineeri n g .  For whatever reason ,  
Loedd i ng kept h is  second floor office i n  Bu i ld ing  1 1A th rough 1 948 . 
Loedd i n g 's resume cha racterized h is d uties at that time as  fo l l ows : 

I was a uthorized to sign al l  routine correspondence under 
the j u risd iction of the Tech nica l Assista nt's Office when on a 
Division level .  I was responsible for approving a l l  outgoing 
correspondence a nd techn ica l reports from my office and the 
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offices of Guided M issiles and Foreign Ind ustrial  Faci l ities. My 
principle d uties consisted of ( 1 )  advising the Ch ief a nd h is  Deputies 
regarding tech nical matters of an engineering natu re, a tech nica l  
intel l igence natu re, and broad plans for accompl ish ing t h e  overa l l  
intel l igence mission, (2) acting as the Chief's representative o n  
im porta nt conferences that wou ld effect t h e  entire Division, (3)  
acti ng as a n  engineering consu ltant for a l l  the sections of  the 
Division, ( 4) monitoring contin uous projects, such as the Air  Force 
College Thesis Prog ra m and Foreign Aeronautica l Trends Report, 

etc., (5)  a pproved a l l  tech n ica l reports i ncl u d i n g  those of 
the Germ a n  scientists, for tech n ica l o r  e n g i neeri n g  
correctness, a s  wel l  a s  t h e  tech n ica l i ntel l igence 
aspects, (6)  review a nd recom mend secu rity 
cla ssification of i m porta nt docu ments a s  req u ested by 
the C h ief, (7)  present ta l ks to va rious govern m enta l 
a nd outside agencies regard i ng h ig h ly tech n ica l 
s u bjects perti nent to the m i ssion of the D ivision, (8) 
other ro uti ne a n d  speci a l  d uties befitti n g  that o f  a 
Tech n ica l Assista nt a s  req uested by both the Ch ief of 
the D ivision a nd the Chief of the I nte l l igence 
Depa rtment, such as i n itiati ng a nd mon itori ng Project 
"Sig n "  ( Flyi ng Sa ucers) . 39 

Loedd ing  i n itia l ly concentrated on a Germa n/Soviet a nswer to the 
d isc s ig htings  as  others d id . Perhaps th is was beca use at the ti me h e  was 
working with many of the former Naz i  aviation scientists who were then 
being  uti l ized by Wright  La bs under Operation P a p e r  C l i p  such as  D r. 
Alexa nder  Li ppisch . It on ly made sense to h im that the Russia ns  were 
do ing the sa me th ing . As a resu lt, he  reasoned,  the Soviets may be l ess 
hesita nt to em ploy low aspect ratio designs .  Loedd i ng a nd other  
Inte l l igence men a lso wondered i f  the  sa ucers cou l d  represent a h ig h ly 
c lassified domestic Resea rch a nd Development project . Th is,  despite the 
fact that Major Genera l  Cu rtis E .  Le May ( onetime Deputy Ch ief of Ai r 
Staff, Resea rch a nd Deve lopment) put i n  writi ng i n  1 947 that the sa ucer  
s ig hti ngs  d id not represent a secret America n R&D project. But, by  ea rly 
1 948 Loedd ing  a nd some S ign  tea m mem bers wou l d  becom e  a su pporter 
of a n  extraterrestria l  hypothesis as one poss ib le  theory for the orig i n  of 
the reported fly ing d isc phenomena . 40 

Al bert Deya rmond is another s ig n ifica nt cha racter in o u r  beh i nd the 
scenes story . Resea rch conducted by h istori an  Wendy Con nors i nd i cates 
Deya rmond may have rep laced Loedd ing  as  the centra l m a n  of i nfl ue n ce 
on  Project Sig n ,  but not u nti l m id 1 948 . Th is cou l d  have been a resu lt of 
the fact that Deya rmond had been a very c lose friend a nd wa rti m e  
compa n ion o f  Co lone l  McCoy. 

THE MCCOY AND DEYARMOND TEAM 
D u ring  the wa r ( Lieutenant Co lone l )  Deya rmond a nd Colone l  M cCoy 

were devoted to the i r  T-2 u n it comma nder, Colonel Donald L. P utt. 
With other  officers l i ke M i les Gal l ,  Co lone l  Jack O'M a ra ,  Co lone l  M a l co l m  
Seashore, Lieutena nt Colone l  Raymond S .  S leeper a nd Co lone l  H a ro ld  
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Watson ,  they a l l  beca me key fig u res i n  the operation to recover secret 
Germ a n  tech no logy.  After the wa r, Deya rmond assisted Co lone l  McCoy in  
b u i l d i ng a tech n ica l d ata base at T-2 from German docu ments .  Deya rmond 
served as  McCoy's rig ht-hand  man i n  the Docu ments Section as  Assista nt 
Ch ief of the Ai r Documents Resea rch Center. 41 

A lbert Deya rmond,  affectionate ly n ickna med "Moose" for h is l a rge 
statu re,  was a MIT g raduate i n  aerona utica l eng i neering . But  l i ke a l l  the 
S ign  staff, h e  was versed in  many d iscip l i nes.  Deya rmond d id not officia l ly 
jo in  the S ign  tea m u nti l May of 1 948 beca use he  had ta ken a job at the 
Rya n Aerona utica l Com pa ny i n  Sa n Diego from December 1 946 to Apri l  
1 948 .  

H e  had  left active service at the end of  1 946 as  a Colone l  d ue to 
m i nor  hea lth prob lems but reta ined h is  ra n k  as  a reserve officer. It is 
be l ieved McCoy req uested Deya rmond's retu rn to active d uty to he lp  with 
the sa ucer  investigation as ea rly as J u ly 1 947, but a b lood pressu re 
prob lem prevented it .  McCoy, however, fi n a l ly got Deya rmond back by 
May 1 948 as a civi l i an  emp loyee .42 

Aga i n ,  th is  seems to show the sense of i m porta nce Co lone l  McCoy 
put on the d isc s ig hti ngs .  Colone l  McCoy took h is  job in Inte l l igence to 
h ea rt a nd for h i m  to devote so much attention to the subject 
demonstrates that it was j ust as  Ru ppelt u nderstood from those days­
very serious bus i ness : 43 

No one, outside of a few high ra nking officers in the Pentagon, 
knew what the people in • . .  ATIC [T- 2/TID] Intel l igence were 
th inking or doing.  The memos and correspondence that Project 
Blue Book i n herited from the old UFO projects told the story of the 
ea rly "flying sa ucer" era .  These memos and pieces of 
correspondence showed that the U FO situation was considered to 
be serious, in  fact, very serious. The paperwork of that period a lso 
ind icated the confusion that surrounded the investigation; 
confusion a l most to the point of pan ic. 44 

Colone l  Howa rd McCoy was a good man to have in  p lace d u ring  
those tense ti mes.  McCoy was  a West Poi nter from 1930 . He  a lso had a 
so l id  schoo l i ng  i n  aviat ion but h is  rea l ca l l  was to eng ineeri ng . In  1 9 3 5  he 
d id post- g ra d u ate work at the Ca l iforn ia  Institute of Tech no logy a nd 
received h is  M . S .  deg ree i n  aeronautica l eng ineeri ng .  He  eventu a l ly 
received a Ph . D .  i n  the fie ld . Wh i le  at the Guggenhe im Aerona utics 
La boratory at Ca l Tech he  stud ied u nder the noted Theodore von 
Ka rma n  who l ater beca me cha i rm a n  of the Ai r Force Scientific 
Advisory Boa rd .  McCoy is most fond ly remembered by WPAFB vets for 
assu m i ng a lead ing  ro le  as  Assista nt Ch ief a n d  then Ch ief of the Prope l ler  
La boratory at Wright  Fie ld . 45 He  even acq u i red the n ickname " M r. 
Prope l ler . " 

The n  i n  J u ly 1 944 he  was reassig ned to the Ai r Tech n ica l Section  of 
the U n ited States Strategic Ai r Forces Europe where he served as Deputy 
D i rector of the Explo itation D ivis ion . After coming i nto i nte l l i gence work he 
q u ickly ea rned a reputation as  a prob lem solver. It  was at that ti me he  
fi rst beca m e  i nvolved i n  prepa ring  p lans for the  exploitation of  German  
Ai rcraft .  By  June  1 945,  he  served u nder T-2 Inte l l igence Ch ief Co lone l  
Dona ld  L .  Putt's supervis ion a nd from that point on beca me D i rector of  Ai r 
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Docu ments . Th roug hout most of 1 945,  the T-2 docu ments operation 
operated out of London,  Eng land ,  but nea r the end of the yea r it was 
decided to bring  the whole project home to Wrig ht Fie ld . There,  the 
index ing and d issemination of German tech nology beca me the pri m a ry 
responsi b i l ity of T-2 .  On November 1 8, 1 945, McCoy with the he lp  of AI 
Deya rmond set up the Ana lysis Division u nder wh ich a l l  of the Ai r 
Docu ments work was su pervised . On  December  9 ,  1 946, Colone l  M cCoy 
succeeded Colone l  Putt as Comma nder of T-2 as Lieutena nt Co lone l  M i les 
E .  Gal l  stepped i nto McCoy's shoes as  Ch ief of the Ana lysis D ivision .46 By 
late 1 947 m uch of the work on German  tech n ica l ana lysis was com plete 
as T-2 was gea ring u p  for the Co ld Wa r.47 But s ince J u ly of 1 947,  fly ing  
sa ucer  reports had remained a consta nt d istraction  a nd reta ined Co lonel 
McCoy's attention . 

Th is is evident in  the tra nscript of a meeti ng  of the Ai r Force 
Scientific Advisory Boa rd (SAB) he ld  on M a rch 1 7  a nd 1 8, 1 948 .  The 
M a rch 17 session met i n  Room 3 E-869 at the Pentagon from 9 : 00 A . M 
EST to 5 : 45 P . M .  a n d  was presided over by Co lone l  McCoy's o ld  Ca l .  Tech . 
professor a nd mentor, SAB d i rector Theodore van Ka rm a n .  D u ring  that 
session ,  Co lone l  Robert Taylor III  of AFOIN and Co lone l  McCoy con d u cted 
a short briefing  entitled "Uti l i zation of Tech n ica l Inte l l igence . "  An excerpt 
reads as fo l l ows : 

. • •  We have a new project-SIG N-wh ich may su rprise you as a 
development from the so-ca lled mass hysteria of the past Summer 
[ 1947] when we had a l l  the  u n identified flying objects o r  d iscs. 
This ca n't be laug hed off. We have over 300 reports which haven't 
been publ icized in the papers from very competent person nel, in  
many insta nces-men as capa ble as Dr. K. D.  Wood and practica l ly 
a l l  Air Force, a i rl ine people with broad experience. We a re ru nn ing  
down every report. I ca n't even tel l  you  how m uch we would g ive 
to have one of those crash in an a rea so that we cou ld recover 
whatever they a re.48 

Another  docu ment shows that Colone l  McCoy had  even 
recommended that fig hter a i rcraft be ma inta ined on  an a le rt basis to 
gather information on the d isc s ig htings : 

AFOIR-C0-5 

SUBJ ECT: Flying Discs 
TO: Com manding Genera l  

SECRET 
AFOIR-C05/Lt.Coi .Ga rrett/d k/ 

4544 
9 M a rch 48 

17 MAR 1948 

Air Materiel Command 
Wrig ht-Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 
ATTN : MCI 

1 .  Reference is made to Colonel McCoy's informa l  pro posa l that 
certa in  fighter a ircraft be mainta ined on a contin uous a lert status, 
withi n  the Zone of the Interior, to aid in  gathering informatio n  on 
flying Discs. 
2. This proposal is considered u nfeasible for the fol lowing reasons:  
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a .  The outlay of a ircraft and personnel  would be too g reat in 
relation to the resu lts obta ined. 

b.  Proper interception is not possible, except by accident, 
without com plete radar coverage. The Air Force is inca pa ble of 
providing such coverage. 

c. It is doubtfu l if fig hter a ircraft wou ld be a ble to fol low u p  
reports ema nating, for t h e  most pa rt, from civi l ian sou rces. 
BY C0rc!t1/�S\J> cP.F 

M
1:���!1IEF OF STAFF: 

Major Genera l, USAF 
Director of Intel l igence, 

Office of Deputy Ch ief of Staff, Operations49 
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Genera l  George F. Sch u lgen at Army Ai r Forces Inte l l i gence Headq u a rters i n  the 
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have. A memorandum for record was written to that effect a nd ca b les d rafted to Ai r 
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not d ispatched u nt i l  5 : 45 p . m .  EST on the 9th of J u ly 1 947 . On J u ly 10 ,  the ADC then 
i nvolved Fou rth Army Intel l igence at Hami lton Field because the Arnold and  Ra n ki n  
s ighti ngs had occu rred i n  the i r  a rea o f  the cou ntry . S o  i t  seems i t  was the ADC that led 
the Fou rth Army Ai r Force CIC officers Ca pta i n  W i l l ia m  Lee Davidson a nd Fi rst Lieutenant 
Frank  Mercer Brown,  u nder Co lonel Spri nger's su pervis ion,  to conduct i nterviews of ea rly 
witnesses l i ke Kenneth Arnold on J u ly 12 .  
8 E-ma i l  correspondence to M ichael Ha l l  from Jan Ald rich, 14 Novem ber 2000.  
9 Reel  1 1 1  from a set of  microfi l m  made ava i lab le  by Jan  Ald rich a nd Rod Dyke, wh ich at  
one ti me had been i n  the UFO fi les of  T-2's later successor, the Fore ign  Tech nology 
Div is ion,  at WPAFB but were released by B lue Book chief Major  Hector Qu i nta n i l l a  to 
Herbert Strentz for h is  Ph . D .  d issertation titled : "A Survey of Press Coverage of U FOs, 
1 947- 1 966 .  "-Northwestern Un iversity, 1970.  
1 0  

T- 2 was redesignated the Tech n ica l Inte l l igence Depa rtment (later termed Division) i n  
October 1 947 . 
1 1  

In order to u ndersta nd how the FBI ca me i nto the UFO situation it  is  aga i n  necessa ry 
to g ive some backg rou nd from the year  1947 . Air  Force Office of Inte l l i gence 
Req u i rements Chief Brigad ier Genera l  Schu lgen (who worked for Genera .! George 
McDona ld ,  the head of Army Ai r Force Inte l l igence) ,  i n itiated the use of the FBI o n  Ju ly 9 ,  
1 947.  Colonel  Robert Taylor III, Chief of  Col lection Bra nch (AFOIR-CO) ,  worked u nder 
Schu lgen and was a key i nfl uence i n  uti l i z ing the FBI . Taylor had h is  own staff a nd often 
re l ied h i mself on  h is rig ht- hand man, Lieutenant Colonel  George D .  Ga rrett . Lt . Co l .  
Ga rrett ended u p  do ing a g reat dea l of the ea rly work i n  1 947 a t  the Pentagon relati ng to 
the d isc mystery .  Colonel  Taylor and Lt . Col .  Ga rrett were the ch ief l ia isons with the FBI . 
They uti l ized FBI Specia l  Agent S .W.  Reynolds for the fi rst i n q u i ries.  U nfortu nately, the 
Bureau i n it ia l ly became very d issatisfied with the rol l  they were asked to play. They 
s im ply wa nted to know u p  front if the reported phenomena were someth i ng that actu a l ly 
req u i red the Bu rea u 's expertise because the i r  man power was l i m ited . J .  Edgar  Hoover, 
head of the FBI, was a lways ha ppy to cooperate with the m i l ita ry .  In  World Wa r Two, i n  
fact, the FBI p layed a very i m porta nt role i n  track ing down Nazi  spies a nd conducti ng 
i nvestigative work in connection with the fi rst Japanese Fuga ba l loon bom bs wh ich were 
fou nd i n  the Pacific Northwest. But when fly ing saucers beca me a n  issue d u ri ng the 
summer of 1 947,  Hoover saw the rol l  of the FBI i n  such matters confi ned to fore ign  
espionage.  In  other  words, as Loren Gross wrote i n  h is  book on the  1 947 wave," if  the 
saucers were not due to Commun ist agents making fa lse reports, there wasn 't much to 
keep the FBI busy . "  What rea l ly bothered Hoover was that from J u ly 9 throl:Jgh the fa l l  of 
1 947,  he saw the m i l itary usi ng the FBI to deal  with the cases that i nvolved p u re 
nonsense or  m is identification of common objects . Hoover beca me awa re of th is  at  a very 
ea rly stage a nd d id  not want h is  agents wasti ng the i r ti me i nvestigati ng cases that 
involved ash ca n l ids and toi let seats bei ng mista ken for crashed fly ing saucers .  
Specifica l ly, Hoover dema nded of  the  Army Ai r Force that the  FBI be  made privy to  a l l  
the  evidence ava i lab le .  He wa nted the FBI lab  to  be  a l lowed to  i nspect some materia l  
known to  have been col lected by AAF CIC officers. Hoover i n  no way thoug ht that  the  
m i l ita ry had  acq u i red space sh ips from a nother worl d .  He s imply thought that  the  Army 
Ai r Force had recovered a rtifacts wh ich m ight l i n k  suspected com m u n i st su bvers ives to 
some of the d isc s ig hti ngs.  Or he thoug ht, if noth ing  else,  that the a na lys is  of the 
materia l s  they had co l lected cou ld determi ne one way or a nother if the FBI even needed 
to be i nvolved . As a case i n  poi nt, when Hoover was den ied access to materia l s  l i ke those 
that he knew had been col lected at Roswe l l ,  he became angry .  In other words,  the 
D i rector knew that the m i l ita ry had acq u i red some sort of materia ls  d u ri ng that i nc ident. 
He may have assu med they were s imply the result  of hoaxes or m is identified weather 
ba l loons or maybe someth i ng else u nspecified . Hoover on ly wa nted the FBI to a na lyze 
th is  materia l  themselves so they cou ld  play a mean i ngfu l  ro le-especia l ly i f  it  had a 
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su bversive (co m m u n ist) connection .  Certa i n ly, as h istory has proved , J .  Edgar  Hoover 
was not one to p lay second fidd le  to a nyone .  It a ppea rs, however, that the m i l i ta ry 
ma i n ly wa nted the FBI around to uti l i ze the i r  ski l l s i n  i nterrogation and do ing backg round 
checks. So Hoover's suspic ions were proba bly correct. In  short, the FBI was j ust a ha ndy 
too l  to have as a resou rce . Over the yea rs to come the FBI wou ld occasiona l ly invest igate 
cases but most of the i r  i nvo lvement took place betwee n 1947 to 1952 .  
1 2  Pe rsona l  i nterviews w ith  nu merous T- 2/TID vetera ns who knew Alfred Loedd ing . 
13 We a l l  know that d u ring the yea rs i n  which the Ai r Force i nvestig ated U FOs they were 
s imu lta neously i nti mati ng that there rea l ly wasn't a nyth ing  to the reported phenomena.  
The pattern beca me fa m i l i a r. Yet, there may have been another government g roup who 
in it iated that a pproach . Alfred Loed d i ng of the earl iest Ai r Force UFO project a l l uded to 
the Research a nd Development Boa rd as the cu l prit.  By 1 947 the R&DB was a n  e l ite 
g roup com posed of top civi l i an  scientists who advised the president a nd m i l ita ry ch iefs of 
staff o n  matters perta i n i ng to nationa l  secu rity. Soon they were g iven the excl usive 
a uthority to cu rb d u p l icat ion i n  m i l i tary resea rch a nd development a mong the d i ffe rent 
services . At the dawn of that brave new age of atom ic wea pons and sleek jet a i rcraft, 
m i l itary- rel ated R&D accou nted for fou r  cents out of every tax do l l a r. The boa rd had 
oversig ht of those mon ies for resea rch and fu nd ing proposa ls .  So it goes without say ing 
that the R&D B subseq uently stepped on some toes as the three services com peted for 
budget a ppropri at ions i n  the lean postwa r yea rs. Alfred Loedd ing was a mong those 
d i sg ru ntled fig u res. He was often heard i n  those days m u m b l i ng the phrase "toug h  
s ledd i n g ,  no snow . "  Loed d i ng characterized their  "fly ing d isc" i nvestigation a t  WPAFB i n  
Dayton,  Oh io, as havi ng "toug h sledd i ng "  from t h e  very beg i n n i n g .  On January 3 1 ,  1 948, 
the fo l l owi ng art ic le ra n in the Pend leton, Oregon,  East Oregonian wh ich exempl i fies the 
offic ia l  attitud e  that h is own Intel l i gence g roup faced . It was titled "Flyi ng Disc Book 
Declared Cl osed . "  The on ly prob lem was that the Air  Force's book on the subject had just 
been ordered open : 
Wash i ngton-Remember  the flyi ng saucers? 

Last J u ly [ 1 947] the ent ire U n ited States was ta lk ing  about the bewi lder ing 
phenomenon of the celestia l  crockery. Dozens of people i n  44 states, Ca nada,  Mexico, 
Eng land ,  Austra l i a  a nd South Africa so lemnly testify that they saw the d iscs wh izz ing 
throug h the sky.  

M i l itary a nd Govern ment scientific authorities Su nday sa id that they sti l l  have no 
positive expla nat ion for the flyi ng saucers. The Joi nt Resea rch a nd Development Boa rd , 
the Govern ment's top scientific  body, adva nced a number of theories i nforma l ly.  A 
spokesma n  sa id  the boa rd experts d ism iss the fly ing sa ucers as a m i rage i nduced by 
mass self- hypnosis .  Theorizi ng fu rther, the experts contend that it is possi b le the fly ing 
d iscs were e ither a form of natu ra l  e lectricity, the sun mi rrored i n  the clouds, reflections 
of pass ing  a i rp la nes or  flashes of l i g ht from the si lver weather kites sent a loft al l  over the 
cou ntry by Army Ai r Forces. 

The R&DB may have had reasons for down playi ng the subject. They m i g ht have 
sponsored the fi rst d is i nformation ca mpa ign , wh ich was not on ly a i med at the pub l i c  but 
the lower echelons of the m i l itary as  we l l .  They wou ld have justified th is  in the i nterests 
of nat iona l  secu rity-if  i ndeed they had a secret to protect. Two consu ltants work ing for 
that g rou p d id  go  on record , stati ng that the R&DB was i nvolved with U FOs. One of these 
men,  Dr. Robert I. Sa rbacher, to ld Ca nad ian  scientist Wi lbur  B. Sm ith back i n  1950 that 
the subject of U FOs was classified so h igh  that it was a bove that of the Hyd rog en Bom b.  
Certa i n ly if there ever was a serious consideration of UFOs, it cou ld have ta ken place in  
resea rch a nd deve lopment c i rcles. On the other hand,  Ai r Force Intel l i gence-i .e .  Projects 
S ign ,  G rudge and B lue  Book-which was stuck with a resu lt i ng twenty-one yea r 
i nvesti gat ion i nto the s ig hti ngs, may never have been privy to a ny u pper level 
i nformation .  Of cou rse th is  assu mes that there had been ta ng i b le evidence for h igh  leve ls 
of govern ment to consider. The R&DB cou l d have been the g roup to conduct a serious 
ma nagement of the subject of u n identified fly ing objects . 
14 Loren Gross has writte n that Dr. La n g m u i r's studies s ign ifica ntly adva nced knowl edge 
of low pressu re phenomena,  heat tra nsfer, e lectrica l d ischarges, p lasmas a nd their 
osci l lat ions, nucleation of ice i n  clouds, ra in  formation and other  areas of physics. 
Beg i n n i ng in 1 947, fo l lowing key d iscove ries at the GE laboratory in 1 946 by Vi ncent 
Schaefer a nd Bernard Von neg ut, Dr.  La ng m u i r  and the two scientists conducted i ntensive 
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cloud and storm stud ies i n  the Socorro a rea . In 1 975,  Dr. La n g m u i r's son Ken neth made 
a generous beq uest to La ngmu i r  La boratory of fu nds rema i n i ng i n  the estate of h is  
father. 
1 5  Thanks to Loren Gross for shar ing this quote with the author. 
16  Docu ments conta i ned in FOIA request I- NAIC-97-053,  WPAFB, Dayton,  Oh io .  
1 7  The specia l  u nsa n itized m icrofi l m  set so  often footnoted i n  th i s  pa per may reflect that 
fi rst fi l m i ng effort . It was made ava i lab le to the author by Jan A ldrich a nd Rod Dyke, 
wh ich at one t ime had been i n  the U FO fi les of TID's later successor, the Fore ign  
Technology Div is ion ( FTD) ,  at WPAFB. These fou r  m icrofi l ms from Project S ign  were part 
of a 3 2  rol l  col lection that i nclude 1952 newspa per c l i pp i ngs, letters from the pub l ic 
generated by a n  a rtic le i n  Life magazi ne i n  that yea r, and  assorted items from the 1 960s.  
It was a l l  re leased by then B lue Book chief Major Hector Qu inta n i l la to Herbert Strentz 
for h is  Ph . D .  d issertation titled : "A Survey of Press Coverage of U FOs, 1 947- 1 966 . "­
Northwestern Un iversity, 1970 .  
1 8  H istory Of Ai r Materiel Command Intel l igence, T-2,  H istorica l Study No. 228,  Vols,  1 -3 ,  
Prepa red by Doris A.  Ca nham,  H istorica l Office Executive Secreta riat, Ai r Materie l  
Command,  Wright Patterson Ai r Force Base, August 1 948, declassified 23 January 1 990, 
pp.  1 2- 1 3 .  (Th is document cou rtesy of Rob You ng ,  H istorian ,  Nationa l  Ai r Inte l l igence 
Center, a nd Ms .  Jea n  August of the Materiel  A ir  Command H istory Office, 1999 . )  
1 9  History Cha n nel docu menta ry, a i red 3 November 2000.  
20 Resea rch conducted by Jan L. A ldrich . ( Dr. Li nco ln  La Paz, who worked on ba l l oon 
bomb defence d u ri ng WWII,  stated that i nte l l i gence authorit ies had i ntercepted rad io  
messages between Germany and Japan suggesti ng a b iolog ica l  attack wou ld  come with 
the next Fugo lau nches, but the wa r ended with the America n  use of two atomic bombs 
before those attacks cou ld be lau nched . )  2 1  

FOIA request I -NAIC-97-053,  Project S ign  and Grudge docu ments 1 948- 1 949, W PAFB, 
Dayton,  Oh io .  
2 2  Ana lysis was, orig ina l ly, j ust one of five departments with i n  TID .  The others were 
Col lections, A i r  Documents, Photog raph ic, and H istorica l .  By 1 948 most of those 
fu nctions were merged i nto the Ana lysis Divis ion .  TID com ma nder Co lonel  McCoy 
oversaw a l l  these men but beyond that he took g reat persona l  i nterest in the S ig n 
r:roject. 

3 Proj ect S ign  fi les wh ich in part a re deta i led in the Nationa l  Archives Project B lue  Book 
Fi les, Project Blue Book Fi les, Nationa l  Arch ives, Records Grou p 34 1 ,  M icrofi l m  Pub .  No . 
T- 1 206,  Rol l  No . 1 -9 .  
24 H istory O f  Ai r Materiel Command Inte l l igence, T- 2, H istorica l Study No . 228, Vo l .  1 ,  
Prepa red by Doris A .  Ca nham,  H istorica l Office Executive Secreta riat, Ai r Materie l  
Command,  Wright Patterson A ir  Force Base, August 1948, declassified 23 January 1 990 .  
(Th is  document cou rtesy of  Rob You ng,  H istorian ,  Nationa l Ai r Inte l l igence Center, a nd 
Ms .  Jea n  Aug ust of the Materie l  Ai r Com mand H istory Office, 1 999 . )  
2 5  Persona l  i nterview with Victor H .  B i lek by M ichael H a l l  a nd Wendy Con nors, 2 9 ,  3 0  
October  1 9 9 9 .  (Thanks to M r. B i lek for sharing h is  extensive col lection o f  persona l  fi l es 
on WPAFB a nd T-2/ATIC/FTD vetera ns . )  
26 

Bruce Ashcroft, " Heritage Series, Vol .  1 . "  FTD, 1 91 7-1 967, Fifty Years, Wrig ht­
Patterson AFB, Oh io : Nationa l  Ai r Inte l l igence Center, 1993 . (Great persona l  tha n ks goes 
to Bruce Ashcroft for a l l  his hel p . )  
2 7  Waiter  J .  Boyne, Beyond The Wild Blue, A History Of The U. S. Air Force 1 947-1 997 
£New York : St. Marti n 's Press, 1 997) ,  p .  29 .  

8 Richard Rhodes, Dark Sun, Making o f  the Hydrogen Bomb ( New York : S i mon & 
Schuster, 1995) ,  p .  238.  
2 9  David McCu l loug h ,  Truman ( New York : S i mon and Schuster, 1992) ,  pp .  540-550,  562-
565 .  
3 0  Ib i d .  pp .  607 . 
31 Ib id . 
32 "Statement by M r. S . C. Britton,  Sr . , of Dayton,  Oh io,  rega rd i ng s ig hti ng  of a n  
u n identified a i rcraft, Monday, 20 October 1 947, conta i ned i n  a ro l l  o f  m icrofi l m  ( Reel 
1 1 1 )  from a set made ava i lab le by Jan Ald rich and Rod Dyke, wh ich at one time had 
been in  the U FO fi les of  T-2's later successor, the Fore ign Tech nology Div is ion,  at W PAFB 
but were released by Blue Book chief Major Hector Qu inta n i l l a  to Herbert Strentz for h is  
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Ph . D . d issertat ion t it led : "A Su rvey of Press Cove rage of UFOs, 1 947- 1966 . "­
Northwestern U n iversity, 1970 .  (Such a specia l ized project was a log ica l  outcome of h is  
existi ng d uties wh ich actua l ly fe l l  u nder a u n it with i n  the Ana lysis Divis ion ca l l ed Specia l  
Projects . Specia l  Projects a lso doveta i led with the Aeronautica l  Sciences Office wh ich 
Alfred Loed d i ng a nd N icholas Post set up  in  1 946 . )  
3 3  Pe rsona l  i nterview with Victor H .  B i lek by M ichael H a l l  a nd Wendy Connors, 29, 3 0  
October 1 999 .  
3 4  Other i nte rviews have a l l uded to  isolated types of  UFO i ncidents be ing  d iscussed at  T- 2 
before the Ken neth Arno ld case i n  J u ne of 1 947 . Perhaps M i l es Gol l was associated with 
these ea rly i nc idents too . 
35 Perso na l  i nterview with Co l .  Rose ngarten by M ichael Ha l l  at the USAF M useu m, 1 3  
M a rch 1999 .  
3 6  Persona l  pa pers of  Alfred Loed d i ng ,  loa ned to the author by Donald Loed d i ng .  
3 7  Ib id . 
38 Perso na l  i nterview with Co l .  Rosengarten by M ichael Ha l l  at the USAF M useu m ,  1 3  
M a rch 1999 .  
3 9  Persona l  papers of  Alfred Loedd i ng ,  loa ned to the  author by  Donald Loed d i ng . 
40 Loed d i ng's excitement over the d isc sig hti ngs may have i n  pa rt sti mu lated the i n it ia l  
movement to have cop ies of  the Pentagon's UFO fi les forwa rded to T- 2 i n  September  of 
1 947 .  Beyond that no one w i l l  ever know the fu l l  i nfl uence of Al fred Loedd i ng ,  but h is  
persona l  papers do cha racterize h im as the "initiator of Project Sign. "  Certa i n ly, i t  i s  fa i r  
t o  specu late that he may have been a key fig u re push i ng for the formal  establ ishment of 
such an i nvestigat ion which i n  turn was advocated (via Colonel  McCoy) in Genera l  
Twi n i ng 's memo of  September 23,  1 947 . Because Loedd i ng was the man be ing  used as a 
l i a ison between Wash i ngton and Dayton d u ring  the late sum mer and fa l l  of 1947,  he had 
i nfl uence .  H aving ta l ked to Loedd i ng 's brother and son,  it is  the bel ief of th is  author that 
Loed d i n g may have even sugg ested the code name of S ign .  After a l l ,  it is known from 
the writ ings  of Ed Ru ppelt a nd scientific advisor Dr. J .  A l ien Hynek, that the names of the 
fu:st projects a l l  had a mea n i ng beh i nd them-J . Al ien Hynek, The UFO Report ( New 
York : Ba rnes & Nob le  Books, 1 977/97),  p. 5 .  
4 1  Persona l  papers of Al bert Deya rmond provided cou rtesy of Bruce Deya rmond . 
42 Ib id . (Ai bert Deya rmond d i d  fa r more tha n just work on Project S ign  when he retu rned 
to i ntel l i ge nce . Deya rmond held many i m porta nt a nd sen ior  posit ions with i n  the TID 
organ izat ion a nd d i d  so u nder i ts successor, the Ai r Tech n ica l Intel l igence Center (ATIC) . 
Most nota bly, he  served as Assista nt Deputy for Tech n ica l  Ana lysis, Chief of the 
Req u i rements Office a nd then Assista nt for Pla ns and Operations u nder the Ai rcraft a nd 
Propu ls ion  Sect ion of the Ana lysis Divis ion . In  September 1 952 Deya rmond retu rned to 
the Rya n Ae rona utica l  Company u nti l  March 1957 when he went to work at the Genera l  
E l ectric Sa nta Ba rba ra,  Ca l i forn ia,  p la nt. Li ke Loedd ing ,  he a lso beca me i nvolved i n  
re lated work with NASA before h is death in  1 98 1 . )  
4 3  Edwa rd J .  Ru ppelt, Report on Unidentified Flying Objects (Garden City, NY:  Dou bleday 
& Co . ,  1956) ,  p. 2 1 .  
44 Ru ppelt's u ned ited man uscri pt to The Report on Unidentified Flying Objects, cou rtesy 
of Professor Swords.  
45 Wendy A.  Con nors, Anatomy of a Project (u npub l ished ma nuscri pt, 1 998) . 
46 Lieutena nt Colonel  M i les E .  Gal l  was succeeded as Chief of the Ana lys is Divis ion by 
Co lonel  Pa u l  F. He lm ick on Aug ust 8, 1946, and then Co lonel  W i l l i am R. Ci i ngerman 
assu med the post on  January 23,  1 947.  
4 7  H isto ry Of Ai r Materie l  Com ma nd I ntel l i gence, T- 2, H istorica l Stu dy No .  228,  Vo l .  1 ,  
Prepared b y  Doris A.  Ca nham,  H istorica l Office Executive Secreta riat, Ai r Materiel  
Com ma nd,  Wri g ht Patte rson Ai r Force Base, August 1948, declassified 23 January 1990 .  
(Th is docu ment cou rtesy of  Rob You ng,  H istorian ,  National  Ai r Inte l l igence Center, and 
Ms .  Jean Aug ust of the Materiel Ai r Com mand H istory Office, 1 999 . )  
48 "An Excerpt from TAB 6 ,  Uti l ization o f  Tech n ica l Inte l l i gence, by Colonel  Taylor and 
Colonel  McCoy,"  from a tra nscri pt of  a meet ing of  the Air Force Scientific Advisory Boa rd 
o n  March 1 7  a nd 18 ,  1948, i n  Room 3E-869 at the Pentagon and presided over by 
Theodore Vo n Ka rma n .  (Th is d ocu ment ca n be viewed on Jan  Aldrich's Web site Project 
1 947-http ://www . project1947 .com/fig/ 1948back . htm . )  
49 Tha n ks to J a n  Ald rich for h i s  resea rch i nto 1 948 era docu me nts relati ng to U FOs. 
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(Actua l ly, it was not AFOIN which batted down McCoy's proposa l ,  but the Deputy Ch ief of 
Staff of Operations.  Th is was a l so the case when the 4th Army req uested fig hter 
assista nce d u ri ng a wave of sig hti ngs i n  1 949 over its nuclea r wea pons storage fac i l ity at 
K i l leen Base, Ca mp Hood , Texas . )  
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A CLOSE ENCOUNTER 
OF THIRD KIND IN ROMANIA 

Deta i ls  from Da n Fa r�as 

During the night of July 8 to 9, 1996, in the centre of a village, in 
Eastern Romania, a police sergeant and a guardian had a close encounter 
of the III-rd kind. They saw a UFO hovering above the road and three 
humanoids around it. Some other events seem to be connected with. The 
case was widely exposed in the Romanian media but it was not thoroughly 
investigated by UFO specialists being almost unknown abroad. 

The case was observed in  the vi l lage Certe�ti,  d istrict Ga lati, i n  South 
of the Mo ldavia n Reg ion of Roma nia . Only newspa per and ta bloid reporters 
i nvestigated the CE Ill i n  the next days and not UFO professiona ls, beca use 
of the lack of fu nds a nd of appropriate UFO resea rch structures in Roman ia . 
The TV producer  M iha i  Badescu, with a sma l l  tea m, was gone to Certe�ti , 
on Aug ust 1 2, 1 996, to make a short fi lm about this event, for TVR1 ,  the 
ma in  Roman ian  State TV cha nne l . He invited Ca l in  Tu rcu and me (both of 
us having books pub l ished in  Roma nian about the UFO phenomenon) for 
comments . During that day, we had deta i led d iscussions with the witnesses 
of th is encou nter a nd with other people, i ncl ud ing skeptics . The ma in  
fi nd ings a re mentioned bel low .  

The pol ice sergea nt M a rian Ma ncu and Marcel Rusu, volunta ry 
g u a rd ia n ,  were patro l l i ng  on the main  road passing the vi l lage Certe�ti ,  on 
J u ly 8 to 9 ,  1996, at n ig ht, i n  front of the pol ice office . In th is p lace, on 
both s ides, between the road and the sidewa l ks, there a re deep d itches, 
with sma l l  bridges across them . The houses a re beh ind the fences, in the 
m idd le  of orchards a nd gardens, except a two-storied apa rtment house, 
opposite the pol ice station .  The pol ice sergea nt l ived in  one apa rtment of 
th is bu i ld i n g .  Around 0 . 30 AM, Ma ncu to ld Rusu that he wou ld go home for 
ten m i n utes, to eat someth ing . The entrance is beh ind the bu i ld ing . The 
moment the sergeant passed the corner, he heard a whistl ing sound from 
the street a nd sensed a current of a i r. He turned immed iate ly back, seeing 
on the road someth ing wh ich "splashed blue and red l ights, making a sou nd 
l i ke voom-voom". 

At the fi rst moment the sergeant had the impression that a po l ice ca r 
from the d istrict ca pita l Ga lati a rrived in  a routine control . Getti ng closer he 
rea l ized that the object was hovering ha lf meter a bove the paving and a 
sma l l  a nd very stra nge person is moving a round it. He cried "Guard " !  As a n  
answer, he  observed the horrified guard ian ,  coming ha lf out from the d itch 
were he was h id ing h i mself, below a bridge.  He whispered - " M ister Maria n 
- the Sata n ! "  

Rusu declared later that, immediately after the sergeant d isa ppea red 
beh i nd the apa rtment house, "a fl uttering from the above appeared . . .  " The 
neon l ig hti ng of the street seemed to change in i ntensity .  The object 
descended smooth ly, without noise, beh ind h im .  For a short instant he was 
convinced too that it was the pol ice car, for a routine contro l ,  but, tu rn ing ,  
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h e  beca me frightened when rea l ized that the object had no contact with the 
g round a nd that th ree sma l l  human l ike creatures a re moving  a round  it .  As 
h e  declared "when I saw how they a re,  their ug l i ness, I to ld  myself they a re 
not our  own folk .  I beca me afra id a nd I was h id ing myself i n  the d itch . . .  if 
someth ing ha ppened . . .  beca use I have never seen such th ings in my l ife . . .  " 

As both witnesses agreed, the object had the form of a flat h ut, 5-6 
meters across a nd 2-2 . 5  meters h igh ,  a nd was hovering and ba lancing  0 . 5  
meters above the g round . Around the edge it had a conti nuous g i rd l e  of 
l i ght "as a ra inbow" . The colors : red a nd b lue  (or g reen in other  
declarations) changed from each other a nd fla red . At the bottom of  the 
object was a bright wh ite l ight.  None of the witnesses saw doors, portho les 
or  other deta i ls .  

After a bout two minutes, a s  they estimated,  the U FO rose vertica l ly .  At 
that moment its l ig hts became much brig hter, but the neon streetl ig hts 
went off. When the object reached a round 30 meters, it cha nged d i rection 
a nd turned towa rd East, with a tremendous speed . The neon l ig ht went on 
after not more than  th i rty seconds.  

The guard ian  Rusu saw better the h uma noid creatu res . Sergea nt 
Mancu noticed on ly one a nd on ly from beh ind . The ir  height was estimated 
to be a round one meter, maybe less ( "as a ch i ld  of six yea rs" ) .  Rusu sa id 
h e  heard some noises made by them, "as the ra in  i n  the d ra i n  p ipe" . Both 
agreed the creatu res gave the impression of "a bortion" ( i n  the sense of 
" unfu lfi l led" as they mentioned later) . The vis itors had a big head,  very 
e longated beh ind ,  covered with bumps, with no ha i r, big ea rs ("as  a pa lm 
of  a man") .  Their  face was wh ite and they had b ig  eyes . G ray sca les with a 
meta l l i c  sh in ing ,  as the fish sca les, covered the ir  body.  No one witness 
remem bers shoes . The belly was re lative ly big a nd l imp .  The a rms  were 
" not th icker tha n  two fi ngers" . None of the witnesses remem bered the 
nose, the mouth or shoes. The witnesses cou ld  not te l l  for sure if the 
creatures were wa l king or fly ing a bove the g rou nd,  but accepted as  more 
l i kely the second possib i l ity .  Rusu sa id they moved,  "as they were d ru n k" . 

The physica l traces were wea k. A huge sweet cherry tree nea rby had 
a round 1 5°/o of its leaves affected, as  by a n  extreme heat, on the s ide 
where the object was seen . The da mage was visi b le even after one month , 
when we were on the p lace .  Some people from the vi l lage to ld us  that next 
morn ing ,  after the encounter, many leaves a nd broken l imbs were spread 
on  the road on that p lace .  Some others were convinced that was a resu lt of 
h u ma n  activity .  No other signs were recorded . Nobody measured the 
rad ioactivity or  took samples.  

Sergea nt Ma ncu declared that, after the object d isa ppeared he  had to 
he lp  Rusu to come out of the d itch . The guardia n to ld h im that he was sick 
a nd he  had to sit on the g rass for a whi le before becoming ca pab le  of 
wa l king . He remained convinced he was seeing Sata n .  After a bout a q u a rter 
of a n  hour  a tractor was coming on the street, d riven by Nicu Chico� . The 
two asked h im if he had seen someth ing . The tractor d river fi na l ly a d mitted 
that he a nd a nother countryma n  Emil Bugeac, of the nearby vi l l age  
Carlomane�ti, had seen a bright l ig ht, with some colored b l i nking ,  i n  the 
even ing  before at 1 0 . 30 or 1 1  P. M . ,  th ree ki lometers away from Certe§ti . 
But it cou ld  be a p lane too .  

More interesti ng shou ld b e  the testimony of the cou ntryma n  Gheorghe 
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Ghenghea from Certe�ti . He was watch ing that n ig ht, with h is daug hter, a 
song contest on TV. In  a certa in  moment, the image deteriorated, 
extingu ished,  restored for a moment, extingu ished once aga in ,  a nd after a 
short wh i le  ca me back without other  problems . No other l ig hts were on in  
the house;  so,  it cou ld be a short b lackout. The witness went out, to ask a 
neig hbor  a bout, but a ppa rently, everybody was sleeping . The calor TV 
app l iance was new a nd he had no problem with it unti l that moment, or 
after. The i nhabitants to ld us that some other e lectrica l appl ia nces in  the 
v i l lage were d istu rbed too .  We had not the time to verify these a l legations.  

Another  interesti ng witness was $tefan Dumitru Carje, from the v i l lage 
Cotoroaia, 4 km Northeast from Certe�ti . He woke up, the sa me n ig ht, 
beca use of the barking of dogs, at 1 . 1 2 PM (he remembered seeing the 
watch ) .  The backya rd was l ighted by "very powerfu l and extended yel low 
throug h red l ig ht" coming from the h ig h .  Going outside, he was not capa ble 
to identify a ny sou rce . "The sky was red and the g round red . . .  it was so 
brig ht you cou ld read a newspaper" . He to ld he was 62, he had three yea rs 
of a rmy with the a i r  force but it was a l ig ht he had never seen . The witness 
contro l led the dependencies . "Al l the an ima ls were up, but not scared . The 
b i rds were not croaking or cackl ing . . .  On ly the dogs were ba rking" .  After a 
wh i le  he  re-entered the house . When he was th inking to wa ke up  h is wife 
a nd two g ra ndsons, to see the phenomenon, the l ig ht beca me th inner  and 
th i n ner  . . .  easy, easy . . .  maybe it lasted three minutes unti l that powerfu l 
l ig ht d isa ppea red a n d  remained the l ight of the n ig ht". He added later :  " I  
saw someth ing as  a haze ra is ing up  to a certa in  heig ht a nd afterwa rds 
d isa ppea ring  s lowly i n  the a i r" .  

The witnesses a re cred ib le .  The pol ice sergea nt Marian Mancu ( 3 0  
yea rs) was, for a whi le,  veterinary tech nicia n,  before grad uating a pol ice 
school . He  is  ma rried , with two ch i ldren a nd he is hea lthy a nd sane .  The 
majority of the vi l lage popu lation,  includ ing the vi l lage mayor Gheorghe 
Nechifor, considers h im a serious person ,  not ca pable of l ies or hoaxes . 
Ma ncu was interested in  the h istorica l events of the reg ion . He  led a n  
i n itiative to bu i ld a mon ument for the heroes of the vi l lage, from the two 
world wa rs .  He  had a persona l  l ibra ry of severa l hundreds of books, but 
noth ing a bout U FOs, pa ra normal  or connected issues. The sergea nt to ld me 
that even he  heard about UFOs, he d id not bel ieve in  them a nd was not 
concerned a bout.  

The g u a rd ian  Maricel Rusu (4 1 yea rs) g raduated six classes, but h is 
education seems lower. He reads l ittle, with d ifficu lty, and on ly "a bout some 
cri mes in newspapers" . He is not i nterested in scientific or even 
pa rascientific  issues. He  has never heard a lmost a nyth ing before a bout the 
U FO phenomenon . M a ricel Rusu is Orthodox Christian but not bigot or  even 
practici n g .  Th is exp la ins  h is  fi rst hypothesis, that he met Sata n a nd the 
fright after th is find ing . He has no recorded psychic d isorders, a nd he 
served i n  the a rmy as sapper. The v i l lagers d id  not remember he was lyi ng 
i n  the past.  Even if he d rinks sometimes, he has never been seen drunk .  
Before the close encou nter he had h is a rm bad ly i njured by a horse and he 
was fo l lowing  a treatment with antibiotics, so he was restra i ned to d ri nk  
a l cohol . 

It is u n l i kely the witnesses cou ld  invent a l l  the very pecu l iar  deta i ls and 
to expose them in  such a h ig h ly natura l  and convincing man ner. It  is a lso 
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u n l i kely that it co u ld be a del usion staged by som eone e lse . U nfo rtu n a tely 
we had not oth er m ea ns to ce rtify th is i m pression,  e . g .  psycho log ica l  tests, 
or  l i e  detector, but we d i d  not d iscover a nybody with a ny motivati o n  to 
i n vent such a story. 

N ot a l l  the vi l l a gers gave credit to the witn esses . A math e m atics 
tea cher contests the story te l l i ng she was awa ke i n  this period of ti m e, 
l iv ing i n  th e sa me a pa rtment house as th e serg ea nt, but she heard a nd saw 
n oth i ng . A person sa id  th at h is " M e rcedes" was on the street, a n d it was 
co nfused with a U FO .  Another person o bjected that the p lace wa s too 
na rrow fo r l a n d i n g ,  beca use of the te lephone or e lectrica l wi res on both 
sides of th e road .  Th is  objection was rejecte d ,  the d ista nce betwee n  the 
wi res bei ng co mforta bly wider tha n  th e d i mensions esti mated fo r th is  U FO .  
More i nteresti n g ,  the "deb u n kers" were m a i n ly people that h a d  lega l 
problems with the loca l pol ice, or  people re lated to them . 

O n  the a bove prem ises, we cou l d  consider th at the Certe�ti case co u l d 
be q u a l ified as a CE III . But was it more th a n  that? Maybe it was a CE IV; i n  
othe r  te rms, was i t  a bd u ction? A fi rst arg u ment i s  that, i n  the fo l lowi n g  
days, sergea nt Ma ncu fe lt sick a nd powerless ; he supposed h e  wa s 
i rra d iated . Th e g u a rd i a n  Rusu had re peated n i g htm a res . As he d ecl a res : " I 
was d rea m i ng on the fo l l owi ng days . . .  a bout h ow I was h i d i n g  myse lf i n  the 
d itch . . .  then I woke up frig hten ed . . .  beca use they were so ug ly" . 

I q u estioned both of them about a poss ib le  " m issi ng ti me" period . 
N on e  of them had s uch a n  i m pression .  But when I tri ed to esta b l ish  m o re 
precisely the ti me m a rks, I fou n d that none of them had a watch . Th e 
sergea nt said "I h a d  not my watch with m e  . . .  beca use the bra ce let was 
torn".  Rusu had no watch at a l l . 

Tryi ng to esta b l ish the succession of the events, we fou n d  stra n g e  
d i sconti n u ities . No one of t h e  witn esses rem e m bered to see t h e  h u ma noids  
d esce n d i n g  from the U FO or re-enteri ng . More tha n  that, the witn esses 
co u l d not expl a i n  how the visitors d id th at, beca use no doors or e ntra n ces 
were vis i b le .  M a rice l Rusu decl a red,  "I d i d  n ot see which way they 
descend ed . . .  Th ey were a l ready tu rn i n g  a ro u n d " .  Th e situation wa s th e 
sa me when th e U FO was flying u p  - the creatu res s i m ply were n o  m o re 
there, a nd n o body saw th em goi ng up i n  the object . The sa m e  witn ess 
d ecl a red : "they d isappea red , but I d i d n 't ta ke notice what way th ey 
d isa ppea red . . .  I don 't know where they ente red a nd I d i d  not see th e m  
enteri ng . . .  maybe beh i n d  . . .  " Sergea nt M a ncu recog n ized a lso t h a t  h e  co u l d  
not expl-a i n  how the l ittle m e n  d isa ppea red . H is i m p ression w a s  that h e  
observed t h e  s m a l l  creatu re o n ly for fo u r-five seconds . . .  

In  t h e  l ite ratu re there a re m a ny cases w h e n  t h e  witn esses co ns idered 
they had a CE III o n ly for severa l seconds or m i n utes, but after so m e  
co m plementa ry proced u res, fo r exa mp le hypnotic reg ress ion,  they d iscover 
that it wa s a m uch longer story a nd a CE IV. Th erefore, we ag reed , it  wou ld  
be i nte resti ng to use th is  tech n iq ue, or so m eth ing si m i la r, i n  th i s  case too .  
U nfortu nately, i n  Rom a n i a  w e  fa ce a l a ck o f  professi o n a l s  pra ctic i n g  
hypnotic reg ression or wi l l i ng to a p ply it i n  such situations .  Eve n th e 
trave l l i n g  expe nses to a rra nge sessions constitute a prob lem . 

Another cu riosity d iscovered i n  o u r  visit was that the vi l l a g e rs of 
Ce rte�ti to ld  us a bout severa l other very i nteresti ng a n d  q u ite typica l U FO 
observatio ns, even close encou nters, i n  the last yea rs . They h ave n ever 
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been reported . They wou ld have remained completely unknown if the main  
event had not happened . I wonder about how many s imi lar  situations a re in  
the v i l lages of Roman ia a nd of many other cou ntries too .  

As  a pecu l i a r  but  not un ique seque l ,  we ca n mention that, after two 
yea rs, sergea nt Ma ncu was fi red from the pol ice, most proba ble beca use he 
tried to be "hypercorrect" i n  severa l cases, even aga inst h is chiefs . One 
a rg u ment used was that Ma ncu is "that g uy who sees UFOs" . . .  
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