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Editorial

Welcome to the 5™ edition of EJUFOAS. This venture has now been around
for three years and we are still going strong and publishing high quality
material. I'm very happy to introduce this issue as, to me, it is a milestone
for the journal as we are publishing our first non-European papers. Not just
one paper, but two! This indicates that the coverage of EJUFOAS is
spreading beyond Europe and this is entirely due to the Editorial Board and
our avid readers. Again, I cannot thank all those involved in EJUFOAS for
their 100% commitment to the publication.

We have a very intriguing paper from Australia that examines the
psychological profile of UFO experiencers. This has always been the main
interest for me and I hope you enjoy the paper as much as I did (I've had
the advantage of having the paper for about 5 months already!). Our second
non-European paper comes from the United States of America. It focuses on
the Cold War and ‘Flying Saucers’ and what is published in this part-volume
is there to whet your appetite as it is only the first half of the paper. The
second half will be published in Volume 3(1) due to be published in March
2002.

Our two European papers are from MUFON (Central Europe: Germany)
reporting that there has not been a decrease in sightings reported to them
(there was a great deal of coverage in the UK about how a UFO Reporting
Group had closed due to ‘no sightings’) and from Romania: a case study that
gives intriguing reading.

Finally, my first true book has been published (Angles on Psychological
Research: Nelson Thornes) and it does feature papers originally published in
EJUFOAS. I hope it helps to expand our readership.

You may wish to go to www.ufoinfo.com where you will find all of the abstracts
from issues of EJUFOAS translated into Spanish by Javier Garcia Frutos.

If your subscription has expired, please re-subscribe with the offer of 10% off
your renewal. Tick the correct box on your subscription form. The offer
expires December 1% 2001, so renew quickly.

I end with the inevitable call for papers. We want to publish high quality work
from many sources. So, if you know of any work that should appear in
EJUFOAS, please encourage the authors tosend them to the EJUFOAS
Editorial Office. I look forward to many more submissions to EJUFOAS.
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FANTASY PRONENESS AND OTHER
PSYCHOLOGICAL CORRELATES OF
UFO EXPERIENCE

Kathryn Gow, Janine Lurie, Stuart Coppin, Ari Popper, Anthony
Powell and Keith Basterfield
Queensland University of Technology
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia.

PO Box 268, RED HILL
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 4059
Phone: (617) 3864 4525
Fax: (617) 3864 4771
E-mail: k.gow@qut.edu.au

Abstract. This study examined the psychological variables that underpin the reporting of
UFO (unidentified flying objects) experiences of 198 subjects (155 controls, 19 UFO
sightees, 12 UFO contactees, and 12 UFO abductees). Findings demonstrate that
reporting of UFO experiences is related to heightened levels of fantasy proneness and
paranormal belief and that the relationship between fantasy proneness and UFO
experiences is mediated by paranormal belief. In relation to personality characteristics, it
was found that UFO experiencers are higher on the “feeling” and “intuiting” dimensions
of the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI). However contrary to our expectations, beliefs
in “precognition” were not found to correlate with the “feeling” dimension of the MBTI.
The findings provide impetus for future research with UFO experiencers.

Reports of unidentified flying object (UFO) sightings and certainty that
such objects are alien spacecraft have increased dramatically following
Kenneth Arnold’s highly publicised sighting in Washington on June 24,
1947 (Bartholomew, Basterfield & Howard, 1991; Klass, 1999; Price,
1997; Spanos, Burgess & Burgess, 1994; Spanos, Cross, Dickson &
DuBreuil, 1993). The first UFO reports focused solely on alleged sightings
of the spacecrafts themselves; however, by the mid-1960’s, UFO
abduction accounts began to appear (Spanos et al., 1994). In his review
article, Appelle (1996) defines an abduction experience as being
characterised by “subjectively real memories of being taken secretly
and/or against one’s will by apparently nonhuman entities and subjected
to complex physical and psychological procedures” (p. 29).

The mass media has given extensive coverage to such accounts
(McLeod, Corbisier & Mack, 1996; Zimmer, 1984). In addition, uncritical
and sensationalistic documentary-type television shows (such as those
screened to coincide with the anniversary of the Roswell incident) and
movies that feature alien contact have become increasingly popular
(Sheaffer, 1986), for example, The X-Files, Men in Black, Independence
Day, Dark Skies and ET. However while popular culture moves forward in
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assimilating the possibility of intelligent alien life into mass public opinion,
there is still a lack of scientific evidence as to its presence here on earth
(Sheaffer, 1986; Spanos et al., 1993). According to Westerfelhaus and
Combs (1998), the success of X-files is due to the tension it portrays
between skeptical western science and faith in things that western science
ignores.

Because of the scientific community’s dismissal of the existence of
intelligent alien life, UFO experiences have received scant serious scientific
attention (McLeod et al., 1996). Regardless of whether these reports are
independently verifiable, at least two percent of the population (Appelle,
1996) in the USA claim to have had a UFO experience and this fact alone
makes them worthy of study. Bullard (1990, cited in Ring & Rosing, 1990)
lamented that we still know too little of the psychological makeup of those
who have undergone these “puzzling encounters”.

Although, at this stage, abduction reports cannot be taken seriously
as objective reality (although some researchers do this; see Jacobs,
1992; Mack, 1994), it is obvious that to the experiencer they certainly
represent subjective reality. The processes and/or personal
characteristics of claimants which lead them to believe in their
experiences have been left largely uninvestigated by objective scientific
research.

Some scientists have dismissed UFO reports as evidence of a disturbed
personality or some sort of mental instability (Zimmer, 1984). The profile
of those who claim contact with aliens or even UFO sightees is often
described as one of lunacy (Grinspoon & Persky, 1972, cited in Spanos et
al., 1993; Newman & Baumeister, 1996). However such diagnoses are
often based on the fantastic nature of the claims, and not on firsthand
psychological evaluation (Bartholomew, Basterfield & Howard, 1991). The
hypothesis that a claim of UFO abduction must be associated with
psychopathology has not been supported by the research (e.g., Bloecher,
Clamar & Hopkins, 1985 cited in Ring & Rosing, 1990; Parnell, 1988).
Bloecher, Clamar and Hopkins found no evidence of serious
psychopathology in their sample of nine reported abductees who were
administered a battery of objective and projective tests by a psychologist
“blind” to their abductee status. In a study with a much larger sample
size, Parnell (1988) also found no evidence of psychopathology, as
measured by the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI) and
the Sixteen Personality Factor Questionnaire (16PF). Zimmer (1984)
found no differences between his UFO experience group and control group
on measures of cultural alienation, malevolent world view and personal
well-being.

UFO experience reports cannot therefore be dismissed as delusions
of the mentally ill (Banaji & Kihlstrom, 1996). However, although studies
find no overall pattern of pathology, some suggest an association between
schizoid tendencies and UFO experience (e.g., Parnell & Sprinkle, 1990,
Schwarz, 1983, cited in Ring & Rosing, 1990). Certain subjects in Parnell
and Sprinkle’s sample scored higher than average on the MMPI subscale
which assessed their schizophrenic tendency.
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Appelle (1996) stated that the only claim that can be made with any
credibility is that “as a group the experiencer population is clinically
normal, but atypical in (some) ways” (p. 64). The available data is not
suggestive of any psychological disorders associated with UFO experience,
but may be consistent with certain personality traits (Appelle, 1996).

Ring and Rosing (1990) suggested that because of mainstream
attempts to “pigeon hole” UFO experiencers in terms of the presence or
absence of underlying pathology, more specific psychological
characteristics, such as fantasy proneness, that may be true indicators of
predisposition to such reports have been largely overlooked.

Fantasy Proneness and UFQ Experience

The concept of fantasy proneness was first introduced by Wilson and
Barber (1981, cited in Fellows & Wright, 1989) to describe the extensive
and vivid imaginative experiences reported by a group of highly
hypnotisable female subjects during in-depth interviews. The fantasy
prone personality has been summarised in the literature as having: a
deep and extensive involvement in fantasy, the ability to vividly relive
past experiences, out-of-body experiences, healing abilities, the ability to
achieve orgasm by fantasising, having imaginary friends in childhood and
having spent much of their waking life in fantasy (Fellows & Wright, 1989;
Siuta, 1990). Wilson and Barber (1983) developed the Inventory of
Childhood Memories and Imaginings (ICMI) as a measure of fantasy
proneness. The ICMI is used by the majority of research on fantasy
proneness. It has been suggested that given the tendency of fantasy
prone persons to have problems with fantasy-reality differentiation
(Rauschenberger & Lynn, 1995; Rhue & Lynn, 1989) they may be
especially vulnerable to fantasise UFO experience (Newman & Baumeister,
1996). Appelle (1996) states that fantasy proneness is theoretically
relevant to UFO experience, since there are similarities between abduction
experiences and those of fantasisers. The nature of the fantasy prone
person’s imagery has been described by Wilson and Barber (1981, cited in
Appelle, 1996) as feeling as if they are seeing something that really exists
out there, or that they are looking into another dimension.

Attempts have been made to categorise UFO experiencers as
fantasy prone. However, many researchers claiming a link between
fantasy proneness and UFO experience cite fairly tenuous evidence. For
example, fantasy proneness and UFO experience have both been linked to
hypnotisability, and child sexual abuse. Thus it is argued that, because
both phenomena share a common relationship with another variable, they
may also be linked directly to each other (e.g., Newman & Baumeister,
1996). These assertions are not backed up with evidence of a direct link.

Bartholomew, Basterfield and Howard (1991) claimed to have found
an association between fantasy proneness and UFO experience in their
examination of 152 archival cases. The strength of this claim is weak,
given the nature of their study and their failure to use a comparison group
or a validated measure of fantasy proneness. Studies utilising the
validated ICMI have found no significant relationship between fantasy
proneness and UFO experience.

Appelle (1996) found no evidence of a direct link between fantasy
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proneness and UFO experience in his review of articles assessing the
possible relationship. Spanos et al. (1993) found no significant difference
between the control group and UFO experience groups (both sightees and
more intense experiencers such as contactees and abductees) on ICMI
scores. Similar results were found by Ring and Rosing (1990) using a
composite measure of fantasy proneness. There is evidence to suggest
that fantasy proneness relates to UFO experience in a less direct way.

This study asks if people who claim to have had a UFO experience
are more fantasy prone than the normal population? Additionally, Spanos
et al. (1993) suggests that fantasy proneness and paranormal beliefs
interact in their relationship to UFO experience.

That people who report UFO experiences tend to believe in the
existence of alien life is somewhat an obvious statement. Closer
examination uncovers the fact that there is evidence of a mediating
relationship between fantasy proneness and paranormal beliefs, with
respect to UFO experience. Spanos et al. (1993) found that, among
subjects who believed in the existence of intelligent alien life, those high
in fantasy proneness were more likely to report UFO experience. Spanos
et al. (1994) suggest this may be explained in terms of fantasy prone
persons interpreting their sensory and imaginal experiences within a
framework of belief in alien visitation.

Examination of Spanos et al.’s (1993) paranormal belief measure
reveals some problematic issues. One of the three questions used to
assess belief in UFOs actually assesses UFO experience rather than belief
(*I have been taken aboard a spaceship”). Since the scores for the three
questions were summed as a measure of belief, this measure is
contaminated by this confound. Reassessing this proposed mediation
relationship with the use of a validated paranormal belief measure is
considered to be a worthwhile research endeavour which has been taken
up in this study.

There is evidence which suggests that there is an association
between fantasy proneness and general paranormal beliefs. Irwin (1990)
found that scores on the ICMI were correlated (.53 ,p <.01) with full scale
scores on the revised version of the Paranormal Belief Scale (PBS)
(Tobacyk, 1988, in Irwin, 1990)), as well as all the subscales (traditional
religious belief, psi belief, witchcraft, superstition, spiritualism,
extraordinary life forms and precognition). Using a different paranormal
belief scale, Council and Huff (1990) also found a relationship between
fantasy proneness and paranormal belief with significant differences
between high, medium and low fantasisers (high = ICMI score > 35,
medium = 11-35, low = < 11). It was found that high fantasisers were
not only more likely to hold paranormal beliefs, but were also more likely
to report paranormal experiences.

Belief in other paranormal phenomenon has been shown to be
higher in UFO experiencers when compared to controls. Zimmer (1984)
found that belief in the occult was related to UFO sightings, while belief in
astrology was not. Spanos et al. (1993) found that UFO experiencers
scored higher than controls on esoteric and exotic belief measures which
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assessed belief in phenomena such as mind reading and reincarnation. In
addition, Ring and Rosing (1990) found that UFO experiencers were
significantly higher in spiritual beliefs than controls were.

Paranormal beliefs have been found to be associated with certain
personality characteristics as measured by the Myers-Briggs Type
Indicator (Myers, 1962, cited in Murphy & Lester, 1976). In particular,
belief in ESP (defined as telepathy, clairvoyance and precognition) was
found to be significantly correlated with the “feeling”, rather than the
“thinking” dimension of the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (Murphy &
Lester, 1976). This correlation suggests that there is a relationship
between paranormal beliefs and certain personality characteristics.

Unfortunately, there is a gap in current knowledge in UFO research with
respect to whether a specific personality characteristic is over-represented
in the UFO experience population. Personality measures used in the
literature so far have been utilised for their ability to uncover
psychopathology, but not aspects of personality per se.

Given the nature of paranormal belief’s role in differentiating UFO
experiencers from controls, in addition to its relationship with the feeling
dimension of the Myers-Briggs, it is possible that personality
characteristics may shed more light on the profile of UFO experiencers.

Rationale of this Study
The aim of this study is to assist in clarifying the profile of a UFO
experiencer. Specifically it is hypothesised that:

1. The relationship between fantasy proneness and UFO experience
will be mediated by paranormal beliefs. That is, a significant relationship
between fantasy proneness and UFO experience will no longer be
significant, if paranormal belief is controlled for. As necessary conditions
of this mediation relationship, it is expected that:

2. High scores on a fantasy proneness measure and high scores on
a paranormal belief measure will be significantly correlated.

3. Subjects who identify as UFO experiencers will score higher on a
paranormal belief measure than control subjects.

4. Consistent with Murphy and Lester’s (1976) findings, high scores
on the feeling dimension of the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator will correlate
with high scores on the precognition subscale (which includes belief in
ESP) of the paranormal beliefs measure.

In addition, an exploration of the relationship between personality
dimensions and UFO experience, fantasy proneness and paranormal
beliefs will be undertaken.
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Method
Desi

This study was conducted as a between-subjects design. Subjects
were assigned to groups on the basis of their categorisation as either a
UFO sightee, contactee, abductee or non-experiencer (control). Subjects

were assessed on the six dependent variables of fantasy proneness,
paranormal beliefs and personality characteristics.

Subjects

The researchers door-knocked in the suburbs of a capital city of
Australia (selected on the basis of their representativeness from statistics
from the Australian Bureau of Statistics). In addition, questionnaires were
sent to subjects contacted through an Australia-wide UFO organisation.

Out of 450 questionnaires distributed, 198 people completed the
questionnaire. Of these, 119 were female (Age distribution: 18-20 = 4%,
21-30 = 39%, 31-40 = 20%, 41-50 = 15%, 51-60 = 12%, over 60 =
10%) and 79 were male (Age distribution: 18-20 = 13%, 21-30 = 29%,
31-40 = 23%, 41-50 = 16%, 51-60 = 9%, over 60 = 10. Education
levels were distributed fairly evenly (Education distribution: high school =
40%, TAFE = 4%, university = 34%, post-graduate study = 16%,
advanced degree = 6%). A wide range of employment status was also
found (Occupation distribution: unemployed = 13%, manual workers =
5%, service workers = 20%, professionals = 29%, housewives = 10%,

students = 21%, part-time workers = 15%, self~-employed = 1%).
Religious upbringing and affiliation were also fairly representative
(Religious upbringing: atheist = 9%, no organised religion = 10%,

Christian = 79%, Jewish = 0.8%, Muslim = 1%, Buddhist = 0.2%;
Current religious affiliation: atheist = 16%, no organised religion = 49%,
Christian = 32%, Muslim = 1%, Buddhist = 2%).

In total, 155 subjects identified themselves as having had no UFO
experience (63 males, 92 females), 19 identified themselves as sightees
(6 males, 13 females), 12 identified themselves as contactees (5 males,7
females) and 12 identified themselves as abductees (5 males, 7 females).

Materials

A booklet comprising a biodata questionnaire, the Inventory of
Childhood Memory and Imaginings (ICMI), the Paranormal Belief Scale
(PBS) and the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (Form G), and three questions
to ascertain UFO experiences was compiled by the research team.
Information pertaining to age, gender, education level, occupation,
religious upbringing and current religious beliefs were obtained via the
biodata questionnaire.

The ICMI,
developed by Wilson and Barber (1983), is a 52-item true-false measure
used to assess fantasy proneness. It has been found to have a reliability

of .89 and significant correlations with other scales measuring imaginative
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ability attest to its validity (Silva & Kirsch, 1992).

Paranormal Belief Scale (PBS). Tobacyk and Milford’s (1983) PBS

was used to assess subjects’ belief in the paranormal. The PBS is a 25-
item 5-point likert scale measure (with scores ranging from 5 = strongly
agree to 1 = strongly disagree). Questions 21 and 23 are negatively
worded and thus need recoding. Its seven subscales are Traditional
Religious Belief, Psi Belief, Witchcraft, Superstition, Spiritualism,
Extraordinary Life Forms, and Precognition. Scores for the subscales are
derived from the mean of responses to items within the subscale. A total
paranormal belief score is obtained by summing responses for all 25
items. Test-retest reliability for this scale was found to be .89 (Tobacyk &
Milford, 1983). Construct validity was determined by correlations with
seven related scales and was found to be at an acceptable level (Tobacyk
& Milford, 1983).

Myers-Briggs. The Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (Myers, 1962) is a
measure of personality style based on Jung’s theory of personality. In
this study, Form G was used. The four continuums are Introversion-
Extroversion, Intuiting-Sensing, Thinking-Feeling and Perceiving-Judging.
Subjects rate 32 dichotomous items proportionally out of an allocation of
ten. A total score for each of the four dimensions is derived with scores
for opposing dimensions summing to eighty. In a review article
summarising the use of the Myers-Briggs to 1990, Murray (1990), found
that the Myers-Briggs was adequately reliable and valid.

UFQ Experience. Three questions ascertaining the presence of UFO
experiences were derived from Basterfield (1997) and Spanos et al.
(1993). These questions required subjects to respond if they classified
themselves as having had a UFO sighting, or contact, or had been
abducted. Basterfield’s (1997, unpublished manuscript) definitions of
“abduction” and “contact” were used and the definition of “sighting” was
derived from Spanos et al. (1993).

Procedure

The questionnaire booklets used in this study were arranged in a
latin square design in an attempt to counteract sequencing confounds.

Over a four week period, householders in the aforementioned
suburbs were approached by two members of the research team on
varying days and times. The researchers explained that they were
conducting research in the area and inquired if there were any occupants
over 18 who would agree to participate. Once willingness to participate
was established, the householder was handed the number of
questionnaire booklets indicated, as well as consent forms.

If questionnaires were unavailable for collection on the collection
date - a week later- a note requesting the questionnaire be left out for
collection the next day was left in the household mail delivery box.

Subjects in the UFO organisation were approached as to their
willingness to participate. Once consent was obtained, the questionnaire
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and consent form were mailed to the subject.

Results

E<tablishi litons for f Lt \ationshi

The first analyses were conducted in order to assess the necessary
conditions for the hypothesised mediation effect between fantasy
proneness and paranormal beliefs on UFO experience.

ICMI and UFQ Category

The first step in establishing the mediation relationship between fantasy
proneness and paranormal beliefs was to show that fantasy proneness
differs significantly across the three UFO categories and the controls. To
assess this, a one-way ANOVA was conducted. It was found that this
condition was met (E (3, 197) = 8.53, p <.001). Post-hoc Student-Newman-
Keuls analysis revealed that all UFO experience groups (sightees (M =
26.89), contactees (M = 30.50), and abductees (M = 30) were significantly
higher on ICMI scores than controls (M = 21.90).

PBS and ICMI

Next it was necessary to establish a relationship between fantasy
proneness and paranormal beliefs. Correlations between scores on the
ICMI and the PBS total scale score and subscale scores were as follows;
total paranormal belief score (r (198) = .44, p <.001), traditional religious
belief (r (198) = -.01, not significant), psi belief (r (198) = .40, p <.001),
witchcraft (¢ (198)= .34, p <.001), superstition (r (198)= .15, p<.05),
spiritualism (r (198)= .47, p <.001), extraordinary lifeforms (r (198)= .28, p
<.001), and precognition (r (198)= .41, p <.001).

PBS and UFQ Experience

The next step was to establish a relationship between UFO experience and
paranormal beliefs was the next step. The means and standard deviations
of the three UFO experience categories’ (and control group’s) scores on
the PBS including total scores and subscales are presented in Table 1.
Eight one-way ANOVAs were conducted to ascertain if there were any
significant differences between the groups on paranormal beliefs.
Significant differences are marked in Table 1.
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UFO Experience Category

Variable Controls Sightees Contactees Abductees
PBSTRB 3.35 3.66 3.81 3.75
(0.98) (0.86) (0.74) (0.50)
PBSPSI* 3.12 3.67 3.25 4.02
(0.93) (0.94) (1.01) (0.78)
PBSWIT** 2.97 3.38 3.08 4.06
(0.86) (0.92) (0.82) (0.51)
PBSSUP 1.84 2.12 1.86 2.41
(0.75) (0.71) (0.90) (1.17)
PBSSPI** 3.07 3.78 3.63 4.56
(1.01) (0.79) (1.12) (0.53)
PBSELF* 2.47 2.81 2.47 3.36
(0.80) (1.03) (0.69) (0.63)
PBSPRE* 3.61 3.89 4.22 4.39
(0.91) (0.81) (0.48) (0.62)
TOTPBS* 73.81 84.21 80.75 96.08

(14.61) (14.42) (12.12) (10.45)

Nate PBSTRB = Traditional Religious Belief, PBSPSI = Psi Belief, PBSWIT = Witchcraft,
PBSSUP = Superstition, PBSSPI = Spiritualism, PBSELF = Extraordinary Lifeforms,
PBSPRE Precognition, TOTPBS = Total Paranormal Belief.

*p<.01, **p<.001.

There was a significant difference between the groups on total
paranormal belief (E (3, 197) = 5.12, p < .01). Post-hoc Student-Newman-
Keuls analysis revealed that, on overall paranormal belief, sightees and
abductees were significantly higher than controls, and abductees were
significantly higher than sightees and contactees. Traditional religious
belief was not significant. Psi belief was significantly higher in sightees
and abductees than in controls (E (3, 197) = 5.09, p < .01). Witchcraft belief
was significantly higher in abductees than controls, sightees and

53



contactees (E (6.85, p < .001). Superstition was not significant.
Spiritualism was higher in sightees compared to controls, and higher in
abductees compared to controls and sightees (E (3, 197) = 11.45, p <.001).
Belief in extraordinary lifeforms was higher in abductees than controls and
contactees (E (3, 197) = 5.12, p < .01). Precognition belief was higher in
abductees compared to controls (E (3, 197) = 4.84, p < .01).

PRS | ICMI - 2 sted fdbtionshin?

To assess the hypothesis that the effect of fantasy proneness was
mediated by paranormal belief, it was necessary to prove the conditions
of a mediated relationship: firstly, that fantasy proneness and UFO
experience are related, as has been shown; secondly, that fantasy
proneness and total paranormal belief are related, as shown in the
reported correlations; and thirdly, that total paranormal beliefs differ
significantly over UFO categories, as shown in the one-way ANOVAs
reported above.

The final step was to show that once paranormal beliefs are
controlled for, the previously significant relationship between fantasy
proneness and UFO experience would no longer be significant. The results
of an ANCOVA conducted to assess this condition are presented in Table
2.

Table 2
- lts of ANCOVA for Fant it | UEO.E . ith Total

Paranormal Beliefs as the Covariate

Source of df MS E
Variation
Covariate

TOTPBS 1 13.77 21.85%*
Main Effects

FPLOMEHI 2 0.95 1.51
Explained 3 7.06 11.218
Residual 194 0.63
Total 197 0.73

Note, TOTPBS = Total Paranormal Belief score, FPLOMEHI = ICMI scores separated into
low (<11), medium (11-35), and high (36 and over).

*p <.001.

As can be seen, once paranormal belief was controlled for, fantasy
proneness was no longer significant. Thus, as hypothesised, paranormal
belief mediates the relationship between fantasy proneness and UFO
experience.
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Following on from the findings of Murphy and Lester (1976), a
correlation between the feeling dimension of the Myers-Briggs Type
Indicator and the precognition subscale of the PBS was calculated. A
Pearson product-moment correlation of r (198) = .20 (p <.05) was found,
however, when UFO experiencers were removed from the analysis, the
correlation was no longer significant (£(155) = .09, not significant). Feeling
and precognition correlated at r (43) = .44 (p < .01) for the UFO experience
categories combined.

M _Bri - Yiiflcai
All the dimensions of the Myers-Briggs were analysed next. The

means and standard deviations of each of the groups on the eight
dimensions of the Myers-Briggs are presented in Table 3.

Table 3

" T . - . B b Sage e
Type Indicator

UFO Experience Category

Dimension Controls Sightees Contactees Abductees
Introversion 43.23 41.32 44 .42 46.08
(9.06) (8.89) (6.05) (8.45)
Extroversion 36.76 36.68 35.58 33.92
(9.06) (8.89) (6.05) (8.45)
Intuiting* 39.66 44.05 47.08 41.83
(10.08) (9.22) (9.90) (10.54)
Sensing* 40.27 35.95 32.92 38.17
(10.19) (9.22) (9.90) (10.54)
Thinking* 37.27 32.68 34.25 26.92
(9.68) (11.15) (11.64) (7.48)
Feeling* 42.66 47.32 45.75 53.08
(9.68) (11.15) (11.64) (7.48)
Perceiving 38.32 38.84 43.42 42.50
(10.09) (6.09) (10.20) (11.54)
Judging 41.68 41.16 36.58 37.50
(10.09) (6.09) (10.20) (11.54)
*n<.05.

Eight one-way ANOVAs were conducted to see if the groups differed

significantly on

any of these personality dimensions.
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differences are marked in Table 3. Introversion-Extroversion, and
Perception-Judgement did not significantly differentiate the groups.

A significant omnibus F was found for feeling (E (3, 197) = 5.21, p < .05)
and thus also thinking (E (3, 197) = 5.11, p < .05). Post hoc Student-
Newman-Keuls analysis revealed that abductees were significantly higher
than controls on the feeling dimension and thus by default significantly
lower on the thinking dimension.

A significant omnibus F was also found for intuiting (E (3, 197) = 2.93, p <
.05) and also sensing (E (3, 197) = 2.81, p < .05) with no significant post-hoc
Student-Newman-Keuls results.

However when the analysis was conducted again with all the UFO
experiencers grouped together (sightees, contactees and abductees), it
was found that experiencers (M = 44.28) were significantly higher than
controls (M = 39.66) on intuiting (E (1, 197) = 7.15, p < .05) and thus also
lower (M = 35.72) than controls (M = 40.27) on sensing (E (1, 197) = 6.83, p <
.05).

The relationships between the dimensions of the Myers Briggs and
scores on the ICMI and PBS were assessed next. High correlations
between any of the dimensions and the ICMI and the PBS and its
subscales were picked out for assessment of possible interaction effects.
The results of these exploratory analyses are presented next.

Myers-Briggs, PBS and ICMI.
A correlation matrix between the Myers-Briggs dimensions and fantasy
proneness and paranormal beliefs is presented in Table 4.
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Table 4

Correlations._ between MyprQ-Rrigggnimpnqinnq and_ICMI _and DRCLanaI

and subscales)

Scale ICMI TOT TRB PSI  WIT SUP SPI ELF PRE
Intuiting L45X** 27 **E -.05 24%%  27%** .12 31xx* 09 [22%*
Sensing - 45%*x - 97%xx 05 @ -24%* - 27%%x  _ 12 - 31**x . (09 - 22%%
Thinking -.26¥%K  —.24%* -10 -.17% -.25*** - 09, « -23*% -05 =.19**
Feeling .26XX*X .24%* .10 17%* L 25XEX .09 123 %% .05 .19*x*
Perceiving .16* .07 -.07 -.01 .09 .13 .16* -.08 .11
Judging -.16* -.07 .07 .01 -.09 -.13° -16% .08 -.11
Introversi --03 -.10 -.04 -.08 -.10 .02 -.08 .04 -.12
on

Extroversi .03 .10 .04 .08 .10 .02 .08 -.04 .12
on

Note.  TOT = Total Paranormal Belief, TRB = Traditional Religious Belief, PSI = Psi Belief,
WIT = Witchcraft, SUP = Superstition, SPI = Spiritualism, ELF = Extraordinary Lifeforms,
PRE = Precognition.

*n < .05, **p < .01, ¥**p < ,001.

The Intuiting-Sensing and Thinking-Feeling dimensions significantly
correlated with the ICMI score, and with the total paranormal belief score,
as well as with the subscales of psi belief, witchcraft, spiritualism,
extraordinary lifeforms and precognition.

Int tion_het Intuiti | ICMI

After examination of the above correlation matrix, it was decided to
conduct several factorial ANOVAs in an exploratory attempt to check for
interaction effects between these dimensions and the ICMI. The Intuiting-
Sensing and Thinking-Feeling dimensions were chosen as they were highly
significant in their correlations with the ICMI. For analyses of interactions
with the ICMI, subjects classified as low were removed, as they
contributed three empty cells to the design. This resulted in the removal
of 10 control subjects. A weak, but just significant interaction effect
between ICMI and UFO experience on intuition (E (3, 188) = 2.40, p < .1
(.069)) and thus also sensing (E (3, 188) = 2.35, p < .1 (.074) was found.
Figure 1 represents this interaction graphically.
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Eigure 1. Interaction between UFO Experience and ICMI (2 = medium, 3 = high) on the
Intuition dimension of the Myers-Briggs.

The UFO experience groups were combined for ease of interpretation
of this interaction effect. Figure 2 represents this interaction with the
groups combined. As can be seen, the effect of UFO experience was
greater when accompanied by medium ICMI scores, as opposed to high
ICMI scores.
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Eigure 2. Interaction between UFO Experience (with experiencers grouped together) and
ICMI (2 = medium, 3 = high) on the Intuition dimension of the Myers-Briggs.

Post hoc Student-Newman-Keuls analysis revealed that UFO
experiencers scoring medium or high on the ICMI were significantly higher
on the intuition dimension than controls with medium ICMI scores. There
was no significant interaction between ICMI and UFO experience for the
Thinking-Feeling continuum.

Int tion. bet Intuiti | Total P | Belief S

A one-way MANOVA was conducted to assess the possible interaction
effect of the Intuition-Sensing and total paranormal beliefs score given
the highly significant correlation between the two variables (shown in
Table 4) and their independent effects as found by one-way ANOVAs.
Using the Wilk’s criterion, the interaction effect was found to be significant
(E (6, 386) = 6.57, p < .001) with an effect size of N2 = .09 (Wilk's lambda).
This interaction is presented graphically in Figure 3.
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Eigure 3. Interaction between Intuition and Total Paranormal Belief Score on UFO
Experience.

Note: The bottom row of points represents the main effect of intuition across
UFO category. The top row of points represents the main effect of total
paranormal beliefs on UFO category. The interaction is represented by the fact
that the difference between means on intuiting and belief differs across UFO
categories (as represented by the different lengths of the joining lines).

Once again for ease of interpretation, the UFO experiencers were grouped
together. Figure 4 illustrates this interaction with controls compared to
experiencers. As can be seen, the strength of the interaction between
paranormal beliefs and intuiting is different across UFO experience
category.
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Eigure 4. Interaction between Intuition and Total Paranormal Belief Score on UFO
Experience (with experiencers grouped together).

Note: The bottom row of points represents the main effect of intuition across
UFO category. The top row of points represents the main effect of total
paranormal beliefs on UFO category. The interaction is represented by the fact
that the difference between means on intuiting and belief differs across UFO
categories (as represented by the different lengths of the joining lines).

Hypatheses

The first set of hypotheses assessed in this study related to fantasy
proneness and paranormal belief and their relationship to UFO experience.
Firstly, it was found that all UFO experience groups scored significantly
higher on the ICMI than did controls. This is contrary to the research of
Spanos et al. (1993) who found no significant difference between controls
and UFO experiencers on the ICMI.

The relationship between fantasy proneness (as measured by the
ICMI, Wilson & Barber, 1983) and paranormal beliefs was explored next in
relation to the hypothesised mediation relationship between the two
variables. Fantasy proneness and paranormal beliefs were correlated at
.44 supporting the hypothesis that the two would be related. This was in
keeping with Council and Huff’s (1990) findings of a relationship between
these two variables. However, contrary to Irwin’s (1990) finding, that all
the subscales of the PBS correlated with ICMI scores, the traditional
religious belief subscale did not correlate with ICMI scores in this sample.

In addition, it was hypothesised that UFO experiencers would have
higher paranormal belief scores than controls. This hypothesis was also
supported. In addition, all of the subscales of the PBS (Tobacyk & Milford,
1983), apart from traditional religious belief and superstition, significantly
differentiated between the groups. The witchcraft and spiritualism
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subscales were the best discriminators overall, including total paranormal
beliefs. This was in keeping with the findings of Spanos et al. (1993),
Ring and Rosing (1990) and Zimmer (1984) who reported higher scores
on belief in the occult, mind reading, reincarnation and general spiritual
beliefs in their UFO experience samples.

Thus the three conditions necessary to establish a mediation
relationship, namely that fantasy proneness and paranormal beliefs both
significantly differentiate UFO experience independently, and that fantasy
proneness and paranormal beliefs are related to each other, were all
supported.

An analysis of covariance conducted with paranormal beliefs as the
covariate found that the relationship between fantasy proneness and UFO
experience was no longer significant once paranormal beliefs are
controlled for. Thus support was found for Spanos et al.s’ (1993) claim of
a mediation relationship, between fantasy proneness and paranormal
beliefs, utilising a validated measure of paranormal belief (Tobacyk &
Milford, 1983). Among subjects high in paranormal beliefs, those high in
fantasy proneness were more likely to report UFO experience (Spanos et
al., 1993).

The relationships between the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator continuums
(Myers, 1962) and fantasy proneness, and paranormal beliefs, were
explored next. The effect of personality on UFO experience, both direct
and interactional was then investigated. A correlation between the feeling
dimension and the precognition subscale (a validated measure of belief in
ESP) of the PBS (Tobacyk & Milford, 1983), as found by Murphy and
Lester (1976), was replicated. However, when the analysis was
conducted without the UFO experiencers, the correlation between the two
variables was no longer significant.

This effect may be explained (at least in part) by the finding that
scores on the feeling dimension were significantly higher in the UFO
experience groups than in controls. Thus since UFO experiencers tended
to have higher scores on the feeling dimension than expected in the
population, the analysis of the relationship between feeling and
precognition (also significantly higher in UFO experiencers) may have
been unduly influenced by other effects. Exploration of group
differences on the Myers-Briggs (Myers, 1962) dimensions revealed some
interesting patterns. It was found that subjects who identified as
abductees were significantly higher on the feeling dimension (and thus
lower on the thinking dimension) than the control group. This finding
cements this relationship hinted at by the relationships between feeling
and belief and belief and experience.

The Intuiting-Sensing continuum also differed across the controls and
UFO experience groups. It was found that UFO experiencers were
significantly higher on the intuition dimension (and thus lower on the
sensing dimension) than controls. However, the most interesting finding
regarding this personality dimension was the indication that this
personality dimension interacts with both fantasy proneness and
paranormal beliefs in differentiating controls from UFO experiencers.
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The finding that certain personality dimensions (as measured by the
Myers-Briggs Type Indicator, Myers, 1962) were related to UFO
experience was in direct contrast to Butler (1993) who claimed that this
population was characterised by no personality style. However, Butler’'s
claims were apparently merely observational in nature. These findings
suggest that personality dimensions are worthy of study in the
development of a UFO experiencer profile.

Profile of a UEQ.E .

This study has added further to the understanding of a possible profile
of a UFO experiencer. It seems that, in addition to high paranormal
beliefs and fantasy proneness, these experiencers are higher on
personality dimensions related to the intuition and feeling dimensions of
the Myers Briggs Type Indicator (Myers, 1962). Further research could
perhaps incorporate additional psychological variables to enable the
formulation of a more complete profile of UFO experiencers. However,
caution is advocated when researching psychological characteristics of
UFO experiencers. There is a hint of an underlying response bias in this
data obtained from UFO experiencers (abductees in particular), showing a
tendency to score highly on most variables they are measured on. Future
research could perhaps take this into account by means of a measure of
response bias, thus monitoring this effect.

Conclusi | Methodological I

There were two methodological issues in this study which may have
detrimentally affected the reliability of some of the findings. Firstly, the
definitions of UFO contact and abduction could have been (and were, by a
few subjects) interpreted as referring to near death experiences or
communication with the dead. Thus some subjects who were classified as
having had UFO sighting or contact experience may have, in fact, been
misclassified as UFO experiencers. A tighter definition of contact and
abduction may yield more accurate findings.

The second methodological shortcoming is in relation to sample size.
The UFO experience sample in this study was fairly small. The subjects in
the sample may not have been representative of UFO experiencers in the
population. A larger sample size would allow more confident inferences
regarding the hypotheses of this study.

Overall however, this study found support for Spanos et al.’s (1993)
suggestion that the relationship between fantasy proneness and UFO
experience is mediated by paranormal beliefs. The discovery of the
interactions between personality characteristics, fantasy proneness and
paranormal beliefs, in differentiating UFO experiencers from controls, may
provide some basis for future research explorations into a possible UFO
experiencer profile.
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New UFO cases,

statistics update and a few thoughts.
Hannes la Rue
MUFON - Central European Society

Munich - The Society for the Scientific Investigation of Anomalous
Atmospherical and Radar Phenomena (MUFON-CES) cannot confirm a
decrease in UFO reports. This was recently repeatedly announced by the
German Central Research Network of Anomalous Sky Phenomena
(CENAP)l. However we keep on receiving about two reports per month
that just stay unidentified. We have studied 431 UFO reports since 1974.
Most objects were reported to be saucer shaped (26 %), followed by ball
shaped objects/lights (24 %), triangular/quadrangular objects (15 %) and
unusually shaped objects (12 %). As updated statistics® show we could
identify 62 objects on photos and 18 objects on film. Additional 48 reports
without photos or film could be identified. In 62.5 % of the identified
cases disco laser light shows were misinterpreted as UFOs. 303 cases (70
%) remain unidentified. 48 previously unaoublished cases (including
drawings) are now online in German language”. Last year (2000) we could
not identify 17 UFO reports (1999:15; 1998:29; 1997:25).

The past month we received two very typical reports - typical because the
objects scared the observers. During the night from June 8th to 9th a
married couple was pursued by two milky white shining objects in the sky,
about as large as the moon. The witnesses were scared because they felt
the objects were watching them. The oppression became even more
intense as they noticed that the objects stopped and seemingly hovered
above their house. Soon the objects became smaller and disappeared. On
May 28th a woman observed three supposedly 40 meters wide and 16
meters long triangles in about 200 meters altitude. They moved very
slowly. The objects appeared "threatening" because the dully rumbling
objects were so close.

MUFON-CES can't understand why CENAP hardly receives UFO reports
anymore. Maybe observers know that people at CENAP only explain and
don't investigate. But indeed UFO interest of the public is very low at the
moment. Books on the subject for example are sold very badly. The
agenda setting media, especially nationwide subscription newspapers, are
as sceptical and polemic as ever. Die Welt ran a huge debunking piece on
UFOs a few days ago. Interestingly Germany's leading tabloid newspaper
BILD recently speculated if NATO had fear of UFOs after George W. Bush

mysteriously spoke of “new threats”*.

The media have repeatedly covered the closing of the British Flying Saucer
Bureau’. Research collegues: Has anyone ever heard of this organization?
Even on UFO UpDates it is hardly known but the event gets wordwide
coveragee. The Disclosure Projects is active at the same time in the us’.

Strange, isn't it?
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A representative poll of the Allensbacher Research Institute shows, that
every fifth German under 30 years "believes in visitors from out of
space"®. At the same time the Emnid Research Institute conducted a
similar poII This one even showed that every fifth German regardless of
age believes in a UFO reallty A recent Gallup poll shows that every third
US American believes that earth has been visited'.
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Flying Saucers:
Behind the Cold War Veil

Of Military Intelligence
Michael Hall with Wendy Connors

Montgomery County
Historical Society Inc.
P.O. Box 127
(212, South Water St.)
Crawfordsville, IN 47933-0127

E-mail: mchs@wico.net

ABSTRACT. Thundering out of the dark gray skies above the North Sea a British
Mosquito night fighter found itself in hot pursuit of an unknown and violently
maneuvering radar target. It was a snowy and cold night, around 10:30 P.M. on January
16, 1947. At 22,000 feet, a long chase ensued which ended over Norfolk, England, when
the “unidentified aircraft” evaded pursuit.' That was by no means the first UFO account
in history but perhaps the earliest for 1947. The incident was even written about in
English and American newspapers but did not receive the attention that Kenneth Arnold
did six months later when he spotted nine saucer-like objects over Mount Rainier in
Washington State. Hundreds if not thousands of “flying saucer” sightings followed in
June and July. According to onetime Blue Book director Edward J. Ruppelt, the saucer
reports which really shook up U.S. military intelligence occurred over Muroc Army Air
Field on July 7 and 8 of that year. Certainly, since the intensity of reports had picked up
during a long 4th of July weekend, the military had become concerned. By July 9 the
Pentagon had decided to interview some withesses and conduct investigations. The Air
Materiel Command at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, was then brought into the picture. Its
intelligence unit started to compile reports and by September had recommended a
formal project be established. The first of a series of investigations began in early 1948.
From 1948 to 1951 Air Force Intelligence in both Dayton and Washington struggled with
the issue. All the while the press consistently inquired about the military’s opinion on the
sightings. Little, however, was forthcoming from the Air Force because the subject was
considered “a highly classified matter.” The drama behind those very secretive
investigations by Air Force Intelligence is an interesting although little understood and
still incomplete story. So let's look at the ongoing efforts by historians to pierce the Cold
War veil of secrecy surrounding those early UFO sightings—then known only as “flying
saucers.”

ELYING SAUCER STQORIES FROM WRIGHT FIELD

Although flying saucers caught the attention of U.S. military
intelligence in 1947, the first official investigation, Project Sign, did not
begin until February 11, 1948.2 This was for all practical purposes a
continuation of work that had been going on since the late summer of
1947 under aeronautical engineer Alfred Loedding. He worked as a
civilian employee for the intelligence unit of the Air Materiel Command
(AMC) in Dayton, Ohio, at Wright Field.

A document termed the “Twining memo” had set the wheels in
motion for it all. Signed on September 23, 1947, by AMC commander
Lieutenant General Nathan F. Twining, it had been drafted by T-2

(AMC Intelligence unit) Commander Colonel Howard M. McCoy. The
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AMC had been asked by Pentagon Intelligence Requirements Chief
Brigadier General George F. Schulgen for an assessment and this was it.
Asnde from statmg that the flying saucers were “something real and
i ” the Twining memo urged that a permanent
project be established to investigate and analyze future disc reports.
While this would dovetail with that work already initiated by Alfred
Loedding under Colonel McCoy'’s T 2 Intelligence unit, everyone realized a
formal investigation was needed.? So Major General Laurence C. Craigie
(Director of USAF Research & Development) in Washington made it
official. He issued an order on December 30, 1947, approving a group “to
collect, collate, evaluate and distribute to interested government agencies
and contractors all information concerning sightings and phenomena in
the atmosphere which can be construed to be of concern to the national
security.” Since the AMC at Wright (and nearby Patterson) Field was then
a directorate of General Graigie’s command, Dayton ended up with the
UFO project.

Thus came the “official” establishment under the AMC's T-2
Intelligence unit of Project HT-304, which was given the code word Sign.4
Air Force Technical Instruction No. TI-2185, gave Sign a “2A priority,” the
second hnghest rating, and a security classification of "“RESTRICTED,"” the
lowest.” Sign and the later Grudge code names were kept secret, but their
existence became known in the press by 1949 as Project Saucer.

T-2's Project Sign at the newly merged Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base (WPAFB) lasted only one year, but it had a very noteworthy heyday.
Sign worked through a system of channels. Air Force Intelligence officers
stationed at a base near a sighting, or in some cases Naval Intelligence,
usually were asked by T-2 to conduct the first investigations. The Fourth
Air Force Intelligence unit working out of Hamilton Field, California, stands
as an example. The Air Defense Command (ADC) at Mitchel Field, New
York, was also involved. They, in fact, initiated the Fourth Air Force's early
interviews in July 1947 of Kenneth Arnold who was the first witness to
make “flying saucer” headlines.” The ADC used a Counter Intelligence
Corps (CIC) detachment assigned to them with agents also farmed out to
various bases and numbered Air Forces like the Fourth.® Some CIC
officers assigned to the ADC were looking into a few of the first sightings
before anyone else. CIC units and a successor organization known as the
Air Force Office of Special Investigation (AFOSI) would continue actlve
investigations through a system of district bases throughout the U. s.?

After the formal activation of Project Sign at the AMC's T-2
Intelligence unit (soon renamed Technical Intelligence Department or
TID), TID was supposed to administer over all the case files on the disc
S|ght|ngs 1 Despite this, some reports were exclusively filed at Air Force
Intelligence Headquarters in the Pentagon (AFOIN).

In perfect theory, after coming into the AMC, reports were suppose
to go down to TID. From there they went to TID’s Analysis Division. Sign
team members, who were assigned under the Analysis Division, were
often working on many other assignments in those early Cold War days.
But once a noteworthy report arose, a Sign investigator or extra staff
person from somewhere within TID or even AMC would at times be
dispatched to a sighting location if further investigation was warranted. In
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most cases, however, a CIC officer or FBI agent near the event did the
initial interrogation of witnesses. (The FBI had been utllized by the
Pentagon to assist with investigations since early July 1947. i

Occasionally, the preliminary CIC or FBI reports were literally cut
and pasted together to form some of the Sign case files. For that reason
and others which included a shortage of clerical help, many of the early
Project Sign files are brief. This is mainly because its engineering director,
Alfred Loedding, was very lax in compilmg written reports—being more of
an engineer than a proper file clerk.!

The paperwork that was produced was filed not just in Dayton, but
with any government agency which could be of assistance. This was
necessary because Project Sign had no dedicated funds and all expenses
for investigations had to be gleaned from other TID/AMC operations. So
coordination with a wide host of agencies was often necessary to conduct
specialized analysis. These included such groups as the CIA, FBI, U.S.
Coast Guard, U.S. Weather Bureau, Rand Corporation, U.S. Army and
Navy, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (M.I.T.), U.S. Air Force
Scientific Advisory Board (SAB), U.S. State Department and the Defense
Department’s Research and Development Board (R&DB) Some select
government, industrial and university experts were consulted as well.

The General Electric Langmuir Laboratory is a classic example. The
firm is named in honor of Dr. Irving Langmuir who was awarded the Nobel
Prize in 1932 for his discoveries and investigations in surface chemistry.
He was associated with the companys research laboratory from its
formation in 1909 until his death in 1957.'* On a number of occasions the

PrOJect Sign team consulted with Dr. Langmuir.

Langmuir recalled this in "a December 18, 1957 speech.
In hlS talk he was skeptical about flying saucer reports in
general but gave some very interesting insights on Project
Sign and its investigators:

I [Langmuir] was a member of General Schwartz’s Advisory
Committee after the war, and we held some very secret meetings in
Washington in which there was a thing called project SIGN. I think
it’'s s-i-g-n. Anyway, it was hushed up. It was hardly even talked
about and it was the flying saucer stuff, gathering the evidence,
and weighing and evaluating the data on flying saucers. And he
[General Schwartz] said, “You know, it's very serious, it really looks
as though there is something there.”

Well, I told him afterwards—I told him this story here. I said
that it seems to me from what I know about flying saucers they
look like this sort of thing. Well, anyway, it ended up by two men
being brought to Schenectady with a boiled down group of about
twenty or thirty best cases from hundreds and hundreds that they
knew all about. I didn't want them all, I said to pick out about
thirty or forty of the best cases, and bring them to Schenectady,
and we’ll spend a couple of days going over them.

Most of them were Venus seen in the evening through a
murky atmosphere.Venus can be seen in the middle of the day if
you know where to look for it. Almost any clear bright day
especially when Venus is at its brightest, and sometimes it’'s caused
almost panic. It has caused traffic congestion in New York City
when Venus is seen in the evening near some of the buildings
around Times Square and people thought it was a comet about to

collide with the earth, or somebody from Mars, or something of that
71




sort. That was a long time ago. That was thirty or forty years ago.
Venus still causes flying saucers.

Well, they [the Sign people] only had one photograph or two
photographs taken by one man. It looked like a piece of tar paper
when I first saw it and the two photographs showed the thing in
entirely different shapes. I asked for more details about it. What
was the weather at the time? Well, they didn't know but they’'d
look it up. And they got out some papers and there it was. It was
taken about fifteen or twenty minutes after a violent thunderstorm
out in Ohio [sic—this is the Rhodes photo from Phoenix, Arizona, they
were discussing]. Well, what’s more natural than some piece of tar
paper picked up by a little miniature twister and being carried a
few thousand feet up into the clouds and it was coming down,
that’s all. So what could it be?

“But it was going at an enormous speed.” Of course the man
who saw it didn't have the vaguest idea of how far away it was.
That's the trouble. If you see something that’s up in the sky, a light
or any kind of an object, you haven’t the vaguest idea of how big it
is. You can guess anything you like about the speed. You ask
people how big the moon is. Some say as big as a house. Well, how
big is it really? You can’t tell by looking at it. How can you tell how
big a flying saucer is? Well, anyway, after I went through these
things [30-40 of Sign’s best cases] I didn’t find a single one that made
any sense at all. There were all things that suffered from these
facts. They were all subjective. They were all near a threshold. You
don’t know what the threshold is exactly in detecting the velocity
of an object that you see up in the sky, where you don’t know
whether it's a thousand feet or ten thousand feet or a hundred
thousand feet up. But they all fitted in with this general pattern,
namely, that there doesn’t seem to be any evidence that there is
anything in them. And, anyway, these men were convinced and
they ended project SIGN [this talk was given on December 18, 1953]

In early 1948 Air Force Headquarters ordered TID to make copies of
all the|r Sign files and forward them to the Office of Naval Intelligence
(ONI) By that point many of the Sign files began to be microfilmed but
were of poor quality, indicating that they were meant only for inter-
service use.!” (This was likely conducted right at TID. They had a
sophisticated in-house microfilming department that had been activated
after the war to assist with the handling of all the German technical
documents which Colonel McCoy and the T-2 group had been responsible
for. )

Some early investigative work on UFOs may have been conducted
by military units eventually designated ATIC Detachment 1, 2, and 3.
These were classified units which had been established during the Second
World War to recover Japanese Fugo balloons. At least 9,000 Fugos
loaded with incendiary bombs were launched into the jet stream as a
desperate attempt by the Japanese to strike back at the U.S. By 1945 the
Japanese considered arming the balloons with biological weapons, but the
war ended before specially required bomb casings were available. None of
this was publicly known in the U.S. because the Western Defense
Command always surrounded the units which recovered the balloons with
secrecy. One such unit was the 555th Infantry Battalion called the “Triple
Nickels.” They were an African American paratroop group which
distinguished themselves by serving as smoke jumpers—putting out the
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many fires in the Northwest caused by the nearly 3,000 balloon bombs
that actually succeeded in making the long journey across the Pacific.’
After the war some of the teams were apparently kept in place in the
event that other countries might try to threaten North America with
similar balloon warfare. Air Force Colonel Robert ]J. Friend (a onetime
Project Blue Book chief) stated that these units were used to assist with
UFO investigations up through 1953. They, however, reported to an
intermediate level in Virginia, and their reports did not go directly to Sign
or the later Grudge and Blue BooK projects.?

THE PEQPLE BEHIND SIGN

So while there were many groups associated in a peripheral way
with the saucer reports, it was the Sign project which was at least
suppose to have the primary responsibility. Lieutenant Colonel J.C.
Beam supervised Major Melvin W. Faulk who initially monltored the
Sign team in coordination with civilian monitor Alfred Loeddlng Major
Faulk was transferred in June 1948 and Captain Robert R. Sneider took
over as military monitor. Both of these men were already working in TID's
Analysis Division—headed by Colonel William R. Clingerman who in
turn worked for Colonel McCoy as TID commander.??

It is clear Project Sign, although a very small operation, was an
important function at TID. To illustrate this, Analysis Chief Colonel
Clingerman is often documented by the files as aSS|st|ng with routine
office correspondence related to the disc S|ght|ngs > The same can be
said of Colonel McCoy who took an active personal interest. That is
significant alone because aside from flying saucers, there were many
other important intelligence projects going on at TID which had a staff of
1,094 (79 officers, 84 enlisted men, and 931 cwullans) Such a
compliment of personne| in the post-war period of downsizing was
significant. It stemmed from that special assignment that T-2 had been
given at the end of the war to disseminate German technical documents
and hardware. However, as early as 1946 Intelllgence started to focus
on the Soviet Union as a potential military threat.”> From that point on,
the Air Force became less and less concerned with what the Germans had
developed per se as with what the Germans had learned from fighting the
Soviets.

By November 1947, the German advances in aviation had been
analyzed and documents indexed. T-2 was reorganized and renamed TID.
At that time Major General George C. McDonald, Chief of Air Force
Intelligence or AFOIN, wanted TID to intensify their ability to produce
technical intelligence reports and estimates on foreign air weapons. In
1948 TID began taking on much of the responsibility for the Air Targets
Division commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Raymond S. Sleeper at AFOIN.
Once TID focused their efforts on this project they studied foreign
published literature to develop economic profiles on countries that may
have become potential enemies of the U.S.—namely the USSR and its
satellites.?

The Cold War had slowly been developing since March 5, 1946,
when responding to an invitation from President Truman to speak in
Fulton, Missouri, Winston Churchill brought the phrase Iron Curtain into
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use “again.” At different times in history both Kaiser Wilhelm II and
Joseph Goebbels had used that metaphor—warning of a growing threat
from Russia.?’ But this time history proved Churchill right.

A few days after the speech newly appointed U.S. Ambassador to
the Soviet Union, Walter Bedell Smith, paid Churchill a visit. Churchill was
in a plush New York City hotel soaking in a hot bath when he received
Smith. The flamboyant Churchill, as wusual, paid little attention to
formalities—commenting only about a group of demonstrators just outside
protesting the harsh rhetoric of his Fulton speech. Smith, General
Eisenhower’s ulcer ridden, hard-driving, wartime chief-of-staff and future
CIA director, paid little attention to the picketers. He agreed with Churchill
that those same crowds in a year’s time would be applauding the former
British Prime Minister.?®

Churchill had the same premonition about the Soviets that he had
over the Nazis a decade earlier. He was then watching his beloved Britain
institute bread rationing in order to export enough grain to keep food riots
from erupting in Allied-occupied Germany. That was a hardship English
citizens had not even had to endure during the darkest days of the war.
Subsequent pressure on Parliament led Britain to abandon efforts to check
Communist expansion in the eastern Mediterranean. President Truman felt
America had to fill that vacuum.

To drum up Congressional support for aid to Greece and Turkey as
well as aid to Europe, the Truman administration intentionally exploited
public anxiety. The battleship Missouri sailed to the Mediterranean as pre-
CIA-like operations were conducted out of the State Department W|th
former OSS agents to check the Communists in the Italian elections.?® As
the Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan were on the drawing board, real
fears over a blockade of Berlin were already in the news.

On St. Patrick’s day, March 17, 1948, President Truman went before
a joint session of congress. He asked for immediate passage of the
Marshall Plan that had endlessly been debated for over a year. He also
called for a reinstatement of the draft—an unprecedented move in an
election year. For the first time, he identified the Soviet Union as the one
nation blocking peace in Europe. ¥ That same day Eleanor Roosevelt
received a personal letter from Truman. In it the president stated: “It is
the most serious situation we have faced since 1939, I shall face it with
everything I have.”! The Russian blockade of Berlin was then just four
months away.

Even with the more urgent Cold War threat at hand which kept TID
extremely busy, Colonel McCoy gave Project Sign significant attention.
McCoy appointed Captain Robert Sneider as the military administrator
after Major Faulk left in June—with Loedding continuing as engineering
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